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The activities of the European 
Union, for example, daily bear 
witness to the hopeless muddle of 
this anchorless liberalism. Maxi- 
mum tolerance, it turns out, leads 
to maximum impotence. p.18

THE CONSERVATIVE
What do you see as the main 
priorities for the ECR Group as 
the new mandate begins? 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
Well to continue the job that 
we have been doing, trying to 
persuade our colleagues from 

various countries to reform the 
European Union and it’s clear 
that the relatively high turnout 
was a signal that many people 
in Europe expect the EU to be 
reformed. So we hope to gather 
together people and forces here 
in the parliament and exert 
pressure on the powers that be.

THE ECR HAS 
PLENTY OF 
ROOM TO GROW
An interview with Professor Ryszard Legutko, 
Co-Chairman of ECR Group

BORDEAUX
Next weekend in

New Direction 10th Anniversary Dinner ACRE Summer Gala Dinner

JAN ZAHRADIL
Spitzenkandidat

Jan Zahradil was ACRE’s  can-
didate for the Presidency of the 
Commission, throughout the 
course of the campaign his team 
wrote a number of Campaign Dia-
ries as he travelled across Europe 
spreading the conservative mes-
sage, for the first time they are all 
available in one place. p.16
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W ith the elec-
tion now out of 
the way, and the 
political groups 

now establishing themselves, we 
can now talk with some clarity 
about what the next five years 
will bring. Especially now that 
we have seen what the new coa-
lition will look like. 

To us, we believe that the 
new Commission Majority 
is a lost opportunity, not just 
for us, but for the people of 
Europe who voted for a leaner 
and more streamlined Euro-
pean Union. The establish-
ment of the new coalition sees 

power handed to those who 
want to use it to build a federal 
Europe. A coalition that will 
be led from the left, with any 
voting majority dependent on 
the support of the Greens and 
the socialists. As a result we 
will see a leftist agenda pushed 
more and more in the Euro-
pean Parliament. 

For our part, we would have 
liked Europe to move in a dif-
ferent direction over the next 
five years. We were ready and 
willing, as an established polit-
ical movement, to work with 
the European Peoples Party to 
deliver a centre-right majority, 

which would have create a 
more business friendly Europe. 
That would have put the sin-
gle market, rather than social 
policy, back at the centre of the 
European Union. That would 
have opened Europe up to new 
opportunities by pushing for 
further free trade agreements 
with the rest of the world. 

We regret the decision that 
has been made, and most of all 
we feel sorry for the voters of 
those centre-right and conser-
vative parties who have been 
just as let down by it. However 
for this decision also creates 
an opportunity. We will now be 

in a position to act as the offi-
cial opposition in the European 
Parliament. We’ll hold this new 
coalition to account, and ensure 
that they do not use their new 
majority to take power away 
from member states. Equally 
we will work constructively 
where we can to deliver legis-
lation that adds value for our 
citizens.

Our mission is, as it always 
has been since we were founded 
ten years ago, to ensure that the 
European Union remains a good 
servant to its member states, 
and to the people that live in 
them. That good governance 

comes as a result of keeping 
power as close to the people as 
possible. And we remain com-
mitted to the view that our 
strength comes from a willing-
ness to work together on issues 
of common interest, rather than 
being dragged into programmes 
we don’t want. 

And so, for the next five years, 
we aim to serve as the peoples 
voice, acting as a counter bal-
ance between those who want a 
federal Europe, and those who 
want to destroy the Union. We 
will continue to defend the view 
that Europe works best when it 
does less, but it does it better. ■ 
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For the next five years, we aim to serve as the 
peoples voice, acting as a counter balance between 

those who want a federal Europe, and those who 
want to destroy the Union. We will continue to 

defend the view that Europe works best when it 
does less, but it does it better.
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Austria

Snap election 
in Austria

A ustrian Chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz has called a snap election 
in the Alpine country, following 

the revelation that his coalition part-
ners, the populist Freedom Party, had 
been selling influence. 

The so called ‘Ibiza Affair’ has rocked 
the Austrian media recently, after Free-
dom Party leader, and Vice-Chancel-
lor of Austria Heinze-Christian Strache 
was caught accepting political favours 
and election donations from a journal-
ist posing as the daughter of a Russian 
oligarch. 

The video seems to show Strache 
boasting about his ambition to under-
mine the countries free press and create 
a media empire that favours his agenda. 

The Austrian Freedom Party has pre-
viously been in the spotlight for their 
close relationship with the Russian gov-
ernment of Vladimir Putin, which ulti-
mately resulted in the United Kingdom 
and the Netherlands refusing to share 
intelligence with them for security 
reasons. 

Chancellor Kurz himself has 
expressed frustration with his former 
coalition partners, having had to spend 
a great deal of time apologising for their 
actions, or in many cases, scolding them 
for their controversies. 

The fresh set of elections are due to 
take place sometime in Autumn, and the 
Chancellor Kurz Austrian Peoples Party 
are expected to perform much better 
than in the past. ■

United Kingdom

Conservative Party 
leadership election

T he Conservative Party of the 
United Kingdom is in the mid-
dle of a leadership race, which 

will see party members electing not just 
their new leader, but also the countries 
new Prime Minister. 

The leadership race started 
after Prime Minster Theresa May 
announced that she would be stepping 
down in the Summer to make way for 
a new leader, having failed to pass the 
EU Withdrawal Agreement through the 
House of Commons. She will formally 
step down on the 24th of July and the 
new Prime Minister will take over in 
the afternoon of that day. 

Members of Parliament in Westmin-
ster were responsible for getting the 
race down to just candidates through 
internal ballots. At the start of the 
race, 12 MPs were in the running to be 
the new leader, but as the weeks went 
on, the race boiled down to just two 

contenders. The former Mayor of Lon-
don Boris Johnson and the current For-
eign Secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

Both men are respected within the 
party and appeal to different factions. 
Mr Johnson, unusually referred to by 
his first name ‘Boris’, is believed to be 
the favourite in the race, and represents 
the more Eurosceptic wing of the party, 
calling for a faster withdrawal from the 
European Union on harsher terms. 
Whilst Mr Hunt, a long term cabi-
net minister, is seen as the voice of the 
more liberal wing of the party. 

Both candidates have taken part in a 
number of debates in front of both the 
general public and party membership, 
with the polls narrowing. Whilst at the 
start of the race it was clearly thought 
that Boris would be the next leader, 
poor performances in interviews and 
a minor personal scandal have meant 
that this race could be close fought. 

The major issues that the new leader 
will have to deal with include the rise 
of the populist Brexit Party and the 
declining support for the party. Whilst 
at the same time having to sort out Brit-
ain’s orderly withdrawal from the Euro-
pean Union, as well as setting a course 
for the future direction of the country. 

Both potential leaders have set out 
different visions of what they want to 
achieve in office, however there are 
many common conservative themes 
that run between the two campaigns. 
Including the view that Britain must 
continue to be leading nation in the 
world, that the country must pursue 
a policy of freer trade and that the UK 
will remain ready to defend Europe 
through the NATO Alliance. 

Both candidates have made clear that 
although the country is leaving the Euro-
pean Union, it will remain an open and 
influential force on the world stage. ■ 

Denmark

Danish elections

O n the 5th of June, Danes went 
to the polls for a second time 
in as many weeks, this time to 

vote in a general election. Prime Min-
ister Lars Lokke Rasmussen called the 
elections early, as they weren’t sup-
posed to take place until Autumn. 

Mr Rasmussen looks as though he 
will be handing power over, despite 
the fact that his centre-right Venstre 
Party did much better than expected, 
winning 23% of the vote and gaining 9 
seats. Despite this strong showing, the 
so called ‘Red Alliance’ of centre-left 
parties did better. 

The biggest loses on election night 
came from the conservative Danish 

Peoples Party who lost 21 seats in the 
Folketing. They had already lost three 
seats in the European Parliament a 
week before, and as a result voters 
switched to alternative parties. They 
had previously been providing support 
to the government. 

The election had mostly been fought 
on immigration lines, with the Social 
Democrats announcing towards the 
end that they would introduce much 
stricter controls on people entering the 
country from outside the EU, in partic-
ular in response to the migration crisis. 
Denmark has an opt-out on EU Social 
policy and so is able to implement much 
tighter controls on immigration and 

other areas of justice and home affairs. 
The Social Democrats will now have 

to negotiate cabinet positions with 
their fellow ‘Red Alliance’ partners, 
which includes Green and far-left ele-
ments. The left in Denmark tend to be 
split on the issue of Europe, however 
the Social Democrats are on the more 
federalist end of the political spectrum. 

The Conservative People’s Party, a 
centre-right party and member of the 
International Democrats Union, also 
enjoyed a boost in the polls and won 
four extra seats. ■

Poland

Sir Roger Scruton  
awarded Order of Merit

B ritish conservative author and 
philosopher Sir Roger Scru-
ton has been awarded the Pol-

ish Order of Merit by President Andrejz 
Duda. In a ceremony held in Warsaw, 
Sir Roger was given the highest award 
that can be given a non-Pole “in recog-
nition of outstanding service in support 
of the democratic changes in Poland, 
and for developing Polish-British aca-
demic and university cooperation.”

The award was granted on the 30th 
anniversary of the first free elections 
held in Poland, in June 1989. Scru-
ton thanked the president in Polish 
“for this great honour.” “Communism 
ended thanks to the faith and patri-
otism of the Polish nation,” Scruton 
observed. “I am honoured that I could 
play a humble role in that.”

Sir Roger Scruton took an active role 
in the transition to democracy of many 

former communist countries in Cen-
tral Eastern European countries. He 
helped to set up the academic under-
ground resistance to Communism. As 
a result he has also received awards in 
the Czech Republic, where he was given 
the Medal of Merit by former President 
Vaclav Havel. ■

United Kingdom 

Trump’s  
State visit

U S President Donald Trump vis-
ited the United Kingdom on 
his first official state visit to the 

country. He was welcomed on arrival 
by Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt and 
then flown to Buckingham Palace by 
helicopter to have tea with Queen Eliz-
abeth II. 

An official dinner was held in which 
Queen Elizabeth II welcomed the Pres-
ident to the United Kingdom and spoke 
of the importance of the strong and 
lasting relationship between the two 
nations. The Queen also paid tribute to 
the sacrifice of British and American 
troops 75 years ago during the beginning 
of Operation Overlord. 

The United Kingdom and United 
States have long enjoyed a close rela-
tionship, often referred to as the ‘Special 
Relationship’. Both countries are per-
manent members of the United Nations 
Security Council, both share intelli-
gence through the five eyes security net-
work, as well as both being members of 
NATO and the G8. 

Conservative Prime Minister The-
resa May hosted President Trump at 
Downing Street, where they held a joint 
meeting in the Cabinet Room. Both the 
Conservative Party and the Republican 
Party share an equally close relationship 

as the two countries, both being mem-
bers of ACRE and the International 
Democrats Union. 

Prime Minister Theresa May gave 
the President  Winston Churchills copy 
of the Atlantic Declaration, a document 
of historic significance for the relation-
ship between the two countries. It would 
ultimately set out the future NATO 
Alliance. 

The State Visit finished with the 
Queen, President Trump and the Prime 
Minister all attending the memorial 
event on the South Coast of England 
to mark 75 years since the start of the 
D Day landings and the liberation of 
Europe. ■

T he Alliance of Conservatives and Reform-
ists in Europe, welcomed three new mem-
ber parties to their political family at their 

annual council meeting in Brussels on the 27th 
of June. In front of their fellow conservatives 
and reformists from across the EU and the wider 
world, the Swedish Democrats, Forum for Democ-
racy and Vox all signed up to become members of 
Europe’s fastest growing political alliance. 

This marks the first time that the Alliance has 
admitted members from Sweden, the Nether-
lands and Spain. Their Members of the European 

Parliament will also sit alongside other conser-
vative and reformist parties in the ECR Group. 
And several of the new members have already 
taken up positions within the Groups politi-
cal bureau, including Swedish MEP Peter Lund-
gren and Dutch MEP Derk  Jan Eppink becoming 
Vice-Chairmen of the group, and Spainish MEP 
Jorge Buxade becoming a member of the Groups 
Bureau. 

The addition of these three new parties shows 
that the conservative movement has momentum 
behind it, and will continue to grow. ■

ACRE welcomes  
three new members

W elcome to the eighth edition of The 
Conservative, the number one news-
paper for centre right news and opin-

ion. A lot has changed since our last edition, the 
European Elections have been and gone and the 
new Commission is about to settle into their jobs. 

Of course none of this went as smoothly as 
it should have. The mainstream parties have 
stitched up the European Parliament by cre-
ating an unholy alliance of Greens, Socialists, 
Euro-Federalists and a heavily neutered Euro-
pean Peoples Party. The left have taken advan-
tage of the weakness of the Christian Democrats 
and have forced them to ignore the interests of 
the conservative faction of the EPP. 

Of course this was all for the benefit of ‘old 
Europe’, as in the Commission, all of the top jobs 
have gone to Member States that border each 
other in the West. And all of the appointments 
have been carefully designed to protect the lead-
ers of those Member States. 

The appointment of Ursula Von Der Leyens, an 
impressive individual in her own right, rules her 
out as a potential successor to Angela Merkel as 
Chancellor of Germany. Very much to the favour 
of the CDU establishment in Berlin. 

The appointment of Charles Michel as Presi-
dent of the Council rules him out of a second term 
as Prime Minister in Belgium, meaning that his 
‘Reform Movement’ can nominate another can-
didate to replace him and break the deadlock over 
coalition building. And Christine Legarde being 

appointed the head of the European Central Bank 
means that she will no longer be a challenger 
to President Macron in the next Presidential 
Elections. 

Of course you might think that this is an 
entirely cynical reading of recent events, but then 
one also has to look at the case of the Presidency of 
the Parliament, in which neither the EPP nor the 
newly named Renew Europe (Mr Macron appar-
ently thinks Liberal is a dirty word), ran candi-
dates for the position, instead effectively offering 
a coronation for the Socialist Candidate, a totally 
unknown Italian MEP named David Sassoli. 

This appointment didn’t go without opposi-
tion, as more than 100 MEPs rebelled on the cen-
tre-right and voted for Conservative Candidate 
Jan Zahradil, allowing him to come in second 
with 162 votes. Many of these votes came from 
that same conservative wing of the EPP who have 
been blatantly ignored. 

Back room politics is alive and well in the Euro-
pean Union, and thus the case for an alternative 
approach has never been stronger. The European 
Conservatives and Reformists stand ready to 
deliver that alternative and serve as the voice of 
those who are struggling to be heard. The Conser-
vative Movement is ready to act as a constructive 
opposition and work towards ensuring that any 
new policies that come out of the Commission 
continue to follow the principle of subsidiarity, 
and don’t create any more burdensome red tape 
for business. ■

by Richard Milsom

TRAINING
ACADEMY Training with leading experts 

on strategic communications, 
successful campaigning and 
effective fundraising

250€EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT

REGULAR PRICE
after 30th July 500€

5th-8th SEPTEMBER
MADEIRA
PORTUGAL

For more information and registration please visit: ecrparty.eu/trainingacademy

APA + EP Parliamentary staff should not apply for EP mission allowances whilst in Madeira. ECR Party is formerly known as ACRE PPEU. Registered in Belgium as a not-for-profit organisation and partially funded by the European Parliament.
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Australia

Australian 
Conservatives 
win election

T he conservative leaning Austra-
lian Liberal Party has managed 
to win a surprise election vic-

tory in what is possibly the closest elec-
tion in living memory. The Party had 
been behind in the opinion polls, includ-
ing the exit poll that came out on elec-
tion night. However despite everything, 
the governing centre right coalition has 
managed to increase its share of seats 
in the parliament and will go on to form 
another government. 

Liberal Party leader Scott Morrison 
will continue as Prime Minister, having 
successfully taken his party back from 
the brink with new energy and new ideas. 
When the results became clear on early 
Sunday morning, on the 19th of May, Mr 
Morrison tweeted “How good is Austra-
lia! How good are Australians!”. 

The campaign itself was mostly fought 
on economic issues, in recent years 
Australia has enjoyed strong economic 
growth and under the current Liberal 
Administration a budget surplus. The 

country had been mostly immune to the 
negative effects of the great recession 
of 2008/09. Morrisons campaign had 
mostly been focused on the Liberals crit-
icism of the Labor parties pledge to put 
up taxes, including the introduction of a 
controversial tax on pensioners. 

Bill Shorten, the leader of the social-
ist Labor Party, announced his resigna-
tion shortly after it became clear that his 
party had in fact lost seats, rather than 
gained as they had originally anticipated. 

However the election wasn’t all good 
news for the governing coalition. Former 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott narrowly 
lost his Warringah seat, just outside Syd-
ney. The party also failed to win an over-
all majority and will likely have to govern 
as a minority government or agree a con-
fidence and supply arrangement with 
other centre-right parties in the Parlia-
ment. ■

China 

30 years 
since 
Tiananmen 
protests

J une marked 30 years since the 
infamous Tiananmen square 
student protests. The protests 

resulted in the deaths of over 2,000 
people according to the International 
Red Cross. The event was made most 
famous when a video emerged from the 
protest of a lone man standing in front 
of advancing Peoples Liberation Army 
Tanks. The image captured the imag-
ination of people in the West who had 
been following the protests wondering 
if they, like other protests in Europe in 
1989, would also lead to the collapse of 
a Communist Regime. Although that 
sadly never happened, the image of 
the so called ‘tank man’ is still used as 
a symbol of Chinese opposition to the 
Communist regime.

The anniversary was unsurprisingly 
not marked in mainland China. However 
a candlelit vigil was held in autonomous 
Hong Kong to mark the anniversary, as 

well as other memorial services amongst 
Chinese communities living in the West. 
An inflatable display of the ‘Tank Man’ 
was erected in Taiwan. 

Those who attended the Hong Kong 
found themselves subject to harassment 
by the Chinese state, including being sus-
pended from the country’s main social 
media app WeChat. Since the Student 
Protests of 1989, the Chinese state has 
become increasingly involved in the lives 
of their citizens. Most recently with the 
introduction of so called “Social Capital”, 

which measures citizens value through 
their actions and rewards those who act 
in a way that the state deeps appropriate. 

The Communist Party has also taken 
much more repressive measures against 
the nations minorities. Most notably the 
Muslim minority in the North-Western 
province of Xinjiang, the Uyghurs. The 
Uyghurs are subject to brutal oppression 
and its reported that hundreds of thou-
sands of them have been sent to Commu-
nist re-education camps, described by 
some as being modern day gulags. ■

D-Day 75 Years 

World leaders gather to 
mark 75 tears since D-Day

W orld leaders have gath-
ered in the United King-
dom and France to mark 75 

years since the beginning of ‘Operation 
Overlord’, more commonly referred to 
as D-Day. Queen Elizabeth II hosted a 
large event in Dover, attended by leaders 
from across the world, in which letters 
from soldiers were read, and surviving 
veterans of D-Day were remembered. 

The event concluded with a fly past 
of current and period fighter aircraft, as 
well as a military convoy of ships carry-
ing veterans and world leaders from the 
UK to Northern France, symbolically 
following the route travelled by the sol-
diers who took part in the landings. 

The following day world leaders 
attended a memorial service in Nor-
mandy, hosted by French President 
Emanuel Macron. Spectacles included 
an airdrop by paratroopers using surviv-
ing jump planes from war, a display by 
US Army Rangers who scaled a cliff fol-
lowing in the footsteps of their forefa-
thers, and a fly past by restored Spitfire 
fighters. 

Operation Overlord was the begin-
ning of the largest military operation of 
World War Two by the Western Allies 
in Europe. It marked the start of the 

liberation of Europe from Nazi occupa-
tion and the beginning of the end of the 
second world war. 

Over 4,000 troops of the 156,000 that 
were deployed died in the first day of 
Operation Overlord. The invasion was 
a joint effort by British, American and 
Canadian troops, however a large num-
ber of Free-French forces as well as Pol-
ish and Czech exiles joined the invasion 
fighting for the British. For those exiles, 
D-Day was the beginning of the libera-
tion of their homelands. 

The World Leaders who participated 
in the 75th Anniversary events all signed 
the D-Day Proclamation paying tribute 
to those soldiers who fell in the war. ■

United States

Democratic primaries begin

T he race to become the next Pres-
idential Candidate of the Dem-
ocratic Party has begun with a 

series of debates. A record 27 candidates 
are hoping to win the nomination, so 
many that two separate TV debates had 
to be organised in order to give them all 
coverage. 

The current favourite to carry the 
Democratic Parties flag into the 2020 
elections is former Vice President Joe 
Biden from Pennsylvania, with Mas-
sachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren 
and Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders 
behind on 18% each. 

Both Warren and Sanders represent 
the new, hard left democratic-social-
ist wing of the party. A faction that has 
drawn attention recently due to allega-
tions of anti-Semitism, mirroring sim-
ilar allegations in the British Labour 
Party. Biden by contrast appeals to the 
more moderate wing and has wider 
appeal beyond Democrat voters. 

The first two debates saw the candi-
dates clash over healthcare, defence and 
foreign policy. But none seemed to be 
able to produce a response to how they 
would win over the millions of voters 
who are still backing the presidency of 
Donald Trump.  

Voting in the primaries isn’t expected 
to being until February of next year. ■

India

World largest  
democracy votes

I ndia’s General Election has seen 
the comfortable return of incum-
bent Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi with an increased majority for his 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Mr Modi 
was initially forecast to lose his majority, 
but has surprised both pollsters and the 
media by winning an overall majority of 
seats in the Lok Sabha. 

Mr Modi had limited success in his 
first mandate when he tried to reform 
the countries sprawling bureaucracy and 
root out corruption. A plan to remove 
certain bank notes from circulation led 
to a run on the currency and economic 
hardship for those lower down the eco-
nomic hierarchy, in a country that is 
almost exclusively a cash based society. 

However he saw some success when it 
came to increasing the level of employ-
ment in the country. More Indians are in 
work now than they were when Modi first 
entered power in 2014. Unemployment 

has long been an issue for India, as an 
estimated 1 million more workers enter 
the work force every month, with an 
estimated 8 million people coming of 
employable age each year. 

Mr Modi has also enjoyed some success 
on the international stage. Despite ten-
sions running high with India’s Western 
neighbour, Pakistan, Modi has presented 
himself as an international statesman. He 
has made state visits to the United King-
dom, Israel and the United States. Mr 
Modi has also worked on boosting rela-
tions with China and Japan, the two other 
regional powers in Asia. 

The BJP have set out in their man-
ifesto for the next few years an ambi-
tious plan to improve the country’s ailing 
infrastructures and offer more support 
for rural workers. They have also stated 
that they will set out a plan to improve 
the ease of doing business in the coun-
try. ■

Ukraine

President to hold NATO 
membership vote 

T he newly elected President of 
Ukraine, Voldomyr Zelensky, has 
promised to hold a referendum 

on NATO membership, despite threats 
from Russia. 

Mr Zelensky, who was elected in April 
with 73% of the vote, beating incumbent 
Petro Poroshenko, has announced the 
referendum as a way of showing to the 
west that he is serious about maintain 
Ukraine’s ambition of being a European 
country. 

In an interview with Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty President Zelen-
sky said “I said that we need to inform 
each Ukrainian about what NATO is like, 
which is not so terrible, and when Ukrai-
nians are ready, we will definitely bring 
this issue to a referendum, and Ukraine 

will definitely be in NATO,” 
Ukraine’s ambitions to join NATO 

could fall that first hurdle. One of the 
terms of NATO membership is that a 
member state is in control of 100% of 
its internationally recognised terri-
tory. Since 2014 the Crimean peninsula 
has been illegally occupied by Russia. 
Equally the country is currently fighting 
a proxy war against Russia in the Eastern 
part of the country. Russian occupation 
has also been an obstruction to Georgia’s 
membership of NATO, as Russia sup-
ported two break away states in Abkha-
zia and South Ossetia. 

Mr Zelensky has been very clear that 
he has not abandoned Ukraine’s ambi-
tion to join NATO and that he is still 
committed to EU integration. ■

North Korea

Trump in historic visit to North Korea

O n the 30th of June, following the 
G20 summit in Japan, Presi-
dent Donald Trump visited the 

Korean Peninsular in a historic visit to 
the Demilitarised Zone between the two 
countries. During this visit he met with 
Chairman Kim of North Korea, who 
invited him across the demarcation line 
in what was a brief but historic visit to 
the Communist North. 

No sitting US President has ever vis-
ited the so called Democratic Peoples 
Republic of Korea, the communist state 
that came about as a result of the end of 
World War Two. President Trump said 
during a joint press conference that “It 
was great. Look, I mean, the world is 
watching, and it’s very important for the 
world.” 

The two Koreas have technically 
been in a state of war since 1950, and 
maintained a fragile truce. However 
there have been signs of rapproche-
ment between the two countries. South 
Korean President Moon visited the 
demarcation line himself earlier this 
year and was welcomed across by his 
North Korean counterpart.  

Much of what has taken place during 
the last few months has been a direct 
result of an ongoing humanitarian crisis 
within the North. The country has been 
subject to wide scale famines and dis-
eases related to malnutrition. The Com-
munist regime in charge of the country 
is believed to be one of the most repres-
sive on earth. 

President Trump said of the meet-
ing: “But we’ve developed a great rela-
tionship.  I really think that, if you go 
back two and half years, and you look at 
what was going on prior to my becoming 

President, it was a very, very bad situa-
tion — a very dangerous situation for 
South Korea, for North Korea, for the 
world.”

“And I think the relationship that 
we’ve developed has meant so much to 
so many people.  And it’s just an honor 
to be with you, and it was an honor that 
you asked me to step over that line.  
And I was proud to step over the line.  I 
thought you might do that; I wasn’t sure.  
But I was ready to do it.  And I want to 
thank you.  It’s been great.  It’s been 
great. A very historic meeting.” ■

‘W estern Culture’ (and its 
near synonym, ‘West-
ern Civilization’) is today, 

in Britain, Europe, the US and other 
English-speaking countries, a conten-
tious phrase, and in many university 
and intellectual circles, a toxic one.

Why has it fallen into such dis-
repute? Why do men and women, 
many of whom are fervent admirers 
of the writings of Homer, Dante and 
Shakespeare, who stand awe-struck 
before the Parthenon or St Paul’s, and 
spend their happiest evenings listen-
ing to Beethoven quartets, Tosca or 
the Ring, rather than trumpeting the 
value of the Western Culture to which 
all these works belong, prefer to urge 
that it should have a smaller place 
in syllabuses, broadcasts and public 
discussion?

The main reason is that discussions 
about cultural traditions, properly 
the province of historians of philos-
ophy, science and the arts, became 
entangled by pundits with the grand 
(and probably ultimately ill-formed) 

questions about ‘the rise of the West’ 
and about what is called ‘Western Cul-
ture’ or ‘Western Civilization’.

The words ‘culture’ and ‘civilization’ 
have a narrow sense and a wide one. 
In the narrow sense, ‘culture’ and ‘civ-
ilization’ refer just to intellectual and 
artistic products and activities, such as 
literature, the visual arts, architecture, 
philosophy and the sciences, and per-
haps also applied sciences and arts, 
such as engineering, medicine and law.

In the wider sense, ‘culture’ and ‘civ-
ilization’ refers to all human activities: 
in this wider sense, then, a culture or 
civilization means talking about, for 
instance, per capita GNP, 

life expectancy, air quality, transport 
networks, systems of government and 
much, much else, besides the sciences 
and arts.

This distinction is of central impor-
tance for all that follows, and to make 
sure it does not become hidden, 
‘Western Culture’ and ‘Western Civ-
ilization’ with a capital ‘C’ is used to 
convey their wider meaning, whereas 

‘western culture’ and ‘western civiliza-
tion’ (lower case ‘c’) are used to desig-
nate their narrow-sense meaning.

In part one of this timely report 
by New Direction, the author, John 
Marenbon a Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge and honorary Professor 
of Medieval Philosophy argues that 
the present antagonism to the idea of 
Western Culture is in part a reaction by 
today’s intellectuals and academics to 
the claims that had been made for it 
by a previous generation, and are still 
defended by some of them.

 Part Two of the report looks at 
western philosophy arguing that the 
geographical boundaries of western 
philosophy are far broader. ■

THE BATTLE FOR 
WESTERN CIVILISATION 
AND THE ORIGINS OF 
WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

New Direction report

You can download report at 
www.newdirection.online

250€EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT

REGULAR PRICE
after 30th August 500€

10th-13th OCTOBER
SARAJEVO
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

For more information and registration please visit: ecrparty.eu/projectmaja

MAJA
PROJECT

10th Anniversary

Engaging European 
politicians in social 
action and charitable 
activities across the 
continent

ECR Party is formerly known as ACRE PPEU. Registered in Belgium as a not-for-profit organisation and partially funded by the European Parliament.
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In this issue’s special we take a look at the European Elections that have just 
passed, the changes made to the ECR Group Top Team and the new faces 

who have joined us in the European Parliament for the next mandate.  
We also analyse what these elections mean for the centre-right in Europe 

and the European Politics in general.

The European Conservatives and Reformist Group in the  European 
Parliament has elected its new leadership. Italian MEP Raffaele Fitto 
has been elected as the new co-Chairman of the ECR Group to replace 
British MEP Syed Kamal. Law and  Justice MEP  Professor Ryszard 
Legutko will continue to serve as co-Chairman alongside Mr Fitto.

As well as the new co-chairmen, the Group also elected a new board 
of Vice-Chairman. These include Dutch MEP Derk Jan Eppink, Flemish 
MEP Assita Kanko and Latvian MEP Roberts Zile. The Vice-Charimen 
represent the diversity of the new ECR Group and highlight the broad 
range of opinions held by member parties. 

Croatian Conservative Party member Ruža Tomašić and Czech Civic 
Democrat member Jan Zahradil have both been re-elected to the 
Groups Bureau, and will now serve alongside Jorge Buxade from the 
Spanish Vox Party and Helmu Geuking from the German Family Party. 

The new leadership will determine the future direction of the 
European Conservatives and Reformists, as we enter a new mandate.

NEW 
LEADERSHIP

Raffaele Fitto Ryszard Legutko 

CO-CHAIRMEN 

Derk Jan Eppink Daniel Hannan Assita Kanko Peter Lundgren Hermann Tersch del 
Valle-Lersundi 

Roberts Zīle

VICE-CHAIRMEN 

Angel Dzhambazki Kosma Zlotowski 

CO-TREASURERS 

Jan Zahradil Kirakos Velopooulos Helmut Geuking Jorge Buxade 

Tomasz Poręba Geoffrey Van Orden Eugen Jurzyca Valdemar Tomaševski Ruža Tomašić 

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 
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Helmut 
Geuking

GERMANY
Family Party

Assita 
Kanko

Geert  
Bourgeois

Johan Van 
Overtveldt

BELGIUM
New Flemish Alliance

Andrey  
Slabakov

Angel  
Dzhambazki

BULGARIA
VMRO

Ruža  
Tomašić

CROATIA
Croatian Conservative Party

Adam  
Bielan

Andzelika 
Mozdzanowska

Anna 
Fotyga

Anna 
Zalewska

Beata 
Kempa

Beata 
Mazurek

Beata 
Szydlo

Bogdan 
Rzonca

Elzbiet 
Kruk

Elzbieta  
Rafalska

Grzegorz 
Tobiszowski

Izabela 
Kloc

Jacek 
Saryusz-Wolski

Jadwiga 
Wisniewsk

Joachim 
Brudzinski

Joanna 
Kopcinska

Karol 
Karski

Kosma 
Zlotowski

Krzysztof 
Jurgiel

Patryk 
Jaki

Ryszard 
Czarencki

Ryszard 
Legutko

Tomasz 
Poręba 

Witold 
Waszczykowski

Zbigniew 
Kuzmiuk

Zdzislaw 
Krasnodebski

POLAND
Law and Justice / United Poland

954.048 14% 143.830 7% 91.546 8%

01 02 03

Alexandr 
Vondra

Evzen  
Tosenovsky

Jan  
Zahradil

Veronika 
Vrecionova

CZECH REPUBLIC
Civic Democrat Party

ITALY
Brothers of Italy

Kiriakos 
Velopoulos

GREECE
Greek Solution

Dace 
Melbarde

Roberts 
Zīle

LATVIA
National Alliance

Valdemar 
Tomaševski

LITHUANIA
Electoral Action of Poles in Lithuania

Derk Jan 
Eppink

Rob 
Rooken

Rob 
Roos

NETHERLANDS
Forum for Democracy

Eugene 
Jurzyca

Lucia Duris 
Nicholsonova

SLOVAKIA
Freedom and Solidarity Party

Hermann  
Tertsch

Jorge  
Buxade

Mazalay  
Aguilar

SPAIN
Vox

Charlie  
Weimers

Jessica  
Stegrud

Peter  
Lundgren

SWEDEN
Swedish Democrats

Anthea  
McIntyre

Daniel 
Hannan

Geoffrey 
Van Orden

Nosheena 
Mobarik

UNITED KINGDOM
Conservative Party

344.885 14% 1.726.189 6%

273.755 1% 236.361 5% 77.591 17% 69.263 6%

6.192.780 45%

602.507 11% 94.839 9% 1.388.681 6%

636.877 15% 1.512.809 11%
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10
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14 15

Carlo 
Fidanza

Nicola 
Procaccini

Pietro 
Fiocchi

Raffaele 
Fitto

Raffaele 
Stancanelli

14.345.961 people vote for our Member Parties in the European Elections.  
To them we say thank you! Together we will build a Europe that works in the 
interest of all our member states, no matter how old or new, big or small.
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AUSTRIA

The problem with populists

T he Austrian European Parlia-
ment election campaign has led 
to the collapse of the national 

coalition between Chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz’s centre-right ÖVP and the right 
wing FPÖ. This was due to the fact that 
FPÖ. party leader Heinz-Christian Stra-
che was filmed in a villa in Ibiza almost 
two years ago, when offering govern-
ment contracts to a lady who had been 
posing as the niece of a Russian oligarch.

The scandal led to the resignation of 
Strache as vice-chancellor and early elec-
tions have been called by Chancellor Kurz 
for September.

Strache has been party leader for 14 

years, during which he forged links to 
leading nationalist politicians across 
Europe. His party had also signed an 
agreement of cooperation  with the party 
of Russian President   Putin, so the video 
wasn’t a good look. Whether it will prevent 
further cooperation with FPÖ after Sep-
tember is another question. Contrary to 
common knowledge, the first to reach out 
to the FPÖ to share power weren’t Chan-
cellor Kurz’ conservatives but instead the 
social democrats, after a regional election 
in Burgenland in 2017.

After the scandal, the new leader of the 
FPÖ, Norbert Hofer, struck a more prag-
matic tone at a press conference, in a bid to 

remain acceptable as a partner for power.
Chancellor Kurz called his coalition with 

the FPÖ a mistake, however adding that 
there was no other choice, according to 
him. He also told German tabloid Bild Zei-
tung that the coalition has achieved more 
in one year than Merkel in her full term.

In the election, the FPÖ did less bad 
than expected, only losing around 2.5 per-
cent points, and consolidating in third 
place. Kurz’s conservative ÖVP emerged 
as the big winner, gaining almost 8 percent 
points, attracting voters from both the 
FPÖ and the social democrats. The greens 
remained status quo, but gained in com-
parison with national elections in 2017, 

thereby attracting quite a few social dem-
ocratic voters.

The consensus across the political spec-
trum in Austria is that Kurz will win the 
September elections with an even bigger 
margin. The intense debate about migra-
tion and the EU seems to have also boosted 
turnout in Austria, which was increased 
from 45 to 59%. Truly the lesson from 
Austria, where Chancellor Kurz can claim 
a lot of credit from coordinating with 
Balkan countries to shut their borders, 
thereby ending the migration chaos in 
2016, is that when the mainstream adapts 
by ending chaotic migration, the appeal of 
extreme nationalism is reduced. ■ 

BELGIUM

Conservatives dominate in Flanders

B elgium has not only been holding 
elections for the European Par-
liament but also for its federal 

and regional parliaments. The country is 
divided along Flemish-Francophone lin-
guistic lines and most of the attention has 
gone to the national elections.

In the European Parliament elections, 
there was a great victory for the hardcore 
Flemish nationalist party Vlaams Belang, 
as it tripled its number of EP seats from 
1 to 3. The N-VA lots 1 of its 3 seats, while 
the hard left PTB, which holds Euroscep-
tic positions, securing its first MEP. ALDE 
leader Guy Verhofstadt was re-elected, 
but secured less votes than the the cen-
tre-right Flemish nationalist N-VA’s lead-
ing candidate, Geert Bourgeois, with 
Verhofstadt also securing almost 200.000 
votes less than five years ago, when he 

secured more than 500.000 votes. Turn-
out was up to 89%, but Belgians are obliged 
to turn up, even if in practice nobody gets 
prosecuted for not doing so.

The federal election campaign in the 
Dutch-speaking North of the country 
was dominated by fierce rivalry between 
N-VA, which is part of ECR, and the 
greens, which were accused of intend-
ing to send a massive tax bill to the mid-
dle classes. The green plan to abolish 
arrangements whereby people are paid in 
kind by being able to use a “company car” 
was hammered, as the party struggled to 
explain how it would avoid that average 
employees would in this way lose 500 euro 
net salary per month.

The election results saw only mod-
est successes for the Flemish greens, 
as the N-VA fell back to 25%, however 

consolidating itself as the leading force in 
Belgian politics. The big winner of the day 
was the more hardcore Flemish national-
ist Vlaams Belang party, which gained 12.5 
percent points in Flanders, becoming the 
second biggest Flemish party.

In Francophone Belgium, a whole dif-
ferent picture emerged. There, outgoing 
liberal Prime Minister Charles Michel had 
followed the same strategy of N-VA, accus-
ing the other parties to endanger the mid-
dle classes, with their zeal for new taxes. 
His party lost around 5 percent points, 
doing slightly better than some polls had 
predicted.

All the other Francophone parties are 
left-leaning however, with the hard left 
PTB even gaining 13% of the vote. It will 
be extremely challenging to form a federal 
government coalition, as the centre-right 

mainstream in the Flemish region, will 
need to be reconciled with a leftwing 
majority of close to 80% in Francophone 
Belgium. Close to half of Flemish voters 
have supported parties either supporting 
a unilaterally declared independent Flem-
ish secession (Vlaams Belang) or an inde-
pendent Flanders cordially negotiated, 
with confederalism as a first step (N-VA).

The N-VA has opened up to governing 
at the federal level with its adversaries, but 
only under the condition that  Belgium is 
turned into a “confederation.” This may 
be less unrealistic than it looks like. Before 
the election,   the leader of the Franco-
phone socialists, former PM Elio Di Rupo, 
has said the current arrangements on how 
much money is attributed to either the 
federal and decentralized policy levels 
should be renegotiated. ■ 

GERMANY

Merkel’s Europe problem

I n Germany, the rightwing euro-
sceptic Alternative for Germany 
emerged after German Chancel-

lor Angela Merkel’s centre-right CDU 
formation agreed to Eurozone bailouts, 
which was a breach of the vow to Ger-
man voters that giving up the national 
currency would never mean having to 
pay for transfers to other countries.

The party did quite well in 2014, 
obtaining * percent of the vote, and 
after that, its popularity was boosted as 
a result of the chaotic migration inflow 
but it has since lost some support, as the 
migration crisis has faded.

The party’s performance has been 

weaking in the last year, as the migration 
crisis calmed, and in the 26 May elec-
tion, it obtained * %.

The German economy has been doing 
excellent for years, riding on the coura-
geous labour market reforms enacted by 
former Chancellor Gerhard Schröeder. 
German car manufacturers have   been 
enjoying golden years, but perhaps 
the artifically undervalued euro has 
been turning them asleep a little bit, as 
they seem to be struggling to remain 
competitive.

Notably, just before the election, the 
German government had to downgrade 
its tax revenue forecasts for the first 

time in five years, creating some eco-
nomic uncertainty.

While the greens were rising to second 
place, boosted by the debate about climate 
change, the German social democrats 
have been suffering in the last year in the 
polls, which culminated in a failed leader-
ship bid by former EP President Martin 
Schulz, just before the EP election.

The lead candidate of the liberal FDP, 
Nicola Beer, defended plans to form one 
group with French President Macron, 
as these had raised eyebrows, given the 
FDP’s opposition to Macron’s plans for 
more Eurozone transfers, saying “funda-
mentally it’s about showing the courage 

to come up with visions for Europe and 
to realise them”, even if she added that 
“of course we don’t agree on everything 
with Macron, for example on European 
financial policies”. 

CSU MEP Manfred Weber has been 
chosen as the EPP’s “Spitzenkandidat”, 
but EU leaders look opposed to going 
with the process again. An interesting 
rumour that Chancellor Angela Merkel 
may try to occupy one of the EU’s “top 
jobs” herself was boosted by EU Com-
mission President Jean-Claude Juncker, 
when he stated that “I can hardly imag-
ine that Angela Merkel would shrink 
into obscurity”. ■ 

NETHERLANDS

The Timmermans Effect

O ne of the greatest surprises of 
the election, was the sudden 
resurgence of the Labour Party 

in the Netherlands. Most pundits had 
written it off as being a dead party after 
their wipe-out in the last general elec-
tion. Yet, despite opinion polls suggest-
ing otherwise, they managed to come in 
first place. 

Opinion polls beforehand had been 
placing both the Forum for Democracy 
and the VVD, governing party of Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte, neck and neck for 
first place. Yet seemingly out of nowhere 
the Labour Party took the top position. 

This has widely been attributed to 
European Commission Vice President 
Frans Timmermans, who was standing 
as the lead candidate for the Socialists in 
the European Elections. Like other can-
didates he travelled to many member 
states across the EU, but a quick browse 
of his official website will show that he 
spent a great deal of time in the Nether-
lands itself. 

The so called Timmermans Effect 
demonstrates that really the entire Spit-
zenkandidate process can be exploited 
for national gain, that is if the candidate 
is willing to do it right. We have already 

seen that there was no Weber effect in 
Germany. 

The results in the Netherlands pro-
duced an interesting picture of a divided 
country, in particular with middle and 
working class voters opting to vote for 
the new Forum for Democracy, over 
conventional parties. There is a grow-
ing distrust with the EU in the Nether-
lands and an overall frustration that the 
EU didn’t do more to prevent their main 
ally from leaving. The clash between 
the FVD and the VVD is one of prag-
matism over Europe, both attract sim-
ilar voters form the centre right, liberal 

conservative portions of the population. 
The FVD has benefited from the fact 
that the VVD has not responded to peo-
ples concerns over Europe. Equally the 
FVD has managed to win over former 
PVV voters, who found the party to be 
too extreme. The PVV, who would have 
joined Le Pen and Salvini, failed to win 
any seats at all. 

The Netherlands also saw the impact 
of the so called Green Wave, with the 
Green Left gaining a seat and increasing 
their share of the vote by 3%, perhaps 
also a side effect of having one of the 
Greens two spitzenkandidates. ■ 

A HOUSE DIVIDED
T he European Elections have 

produced some of the most 
divisive results in the history 
of the European Parliament. 

The major parties have broken down 
and are losing their influence to those 
that were once on the fringes. Between 
them, centre-right European 
Peoples Party and the cen-
tre-left Socialists and Demo-
crats lost nearly 100 seats. 

The biggest winners of elec-
tion nights where on the two 
fringes of the debate when it 
comes to the future of Europe. 
The liberal euro-federalist Alli-
ance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe (ALDE) won 37 
seats, mostly thanks to Eman-
uel Macron, whilst the far-right 
populists led by Matteo Salvini 
and Marine Le Pen grew from 
the smallest to fourth largest 
group. 

The surprise of the night was 
the so called Green Wave, that 
saw the European Green Party 
gain 22 seats, mostly from suc-
cess in Germany and France. 
However the Greens still failed to win 
many seats outside of Western Europe. 

The biggest deleagtions now reflect 
the divide in Europe. Slavini and Le Pen 
both won around 22 MEPs each, whilst 
Macron and the German Greens won 

equally large delegations. In the United 
Kingdom, Nigel Farage and his Brexit 
Party became the largest party with both 
the Conservatives and Labour Party los-
ing seats. 

The new Parliament will now have to 
reconcile how policy can be made with 

such a divided house. The pre-existing 
Grand Coalition no longer holds a major-
ity over the Parliament, and instead the 
EPP, S&D, ALDE and Greens have all been 
forced to sign an agreement together in 
order to try and get policy through. 

This will create problems for those 
on the right of the Liberals and the EPP 
as the balance is very  much in favour 
of those on the left. Equally, with a 
smaller EPP and S&D, it is more likely 
that national delegations will have more 
power over the direction of policy, as 

rebel voters could swing more 
decisions. 

There is also a likelihood 
that the battle for top jobs will 
be more fierce with so many 
coalition partners now vying 
for a say. It would be easy to 
imagine that the Greens could 
try and push their weight about 
more in order to get the results 
they want. 

Ideologically, the decision 
of the EPP and some members 
of the ALDE to go into coali-
tion with the Greens and S&D, 
seems odd, especially given 
that many of the national del-
egations in the EPP returned 
more hard line conservative 
members. 

As a result of this align-
ment of EPP, S&D, ALDE and 

Greens, the European Conservatives 
and Reformists, who turn 10 this year, 
will be the official opposition and have 
much more a role in constructively scru-
tinising the work of the other groups and 
the Commission. ■

Ideologically, the decision 
of the EPP and some 

members of the ALDE to 
go into coalition with the 
Greens and S&D, seems 

odd, especially given that 
many of the national 

delegations in the EPP 
returned more hard line 
conservative members. 
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UNITED KINGDOM

The Election 
that no one  
wanted

T he United Kingdom produced 
perhaps one of the most per-
plexing results of election night. 

Whilst many analysts had expected the 
main opposition Labour party to do 
well, they in fact lost another 10 seats, 
including losing all their representation 
in Scotland, the East of England and 
the South West of the country. Areas 
that were once considered to be deter-
mining factors when it came to judg-
ing if Labour would win a majority on a 
national level or not. 

The two big winners of the night 
however were the populist Brexit 
Party and the Liberal Democrats, 
both who ran the election as though 
it was a re-run of the Referendum 
on Britain’s membership of the EU. 
The Liberal Democrats in particular 
managed to increase their number of 
MEPs from 1 to 16. The votes for both 
of these parties were seen as a protest 
against the establishment rather than 
an endorsement of their positions. 

The biggest losers of the night 
where ‘Change UK – the Indepen-
dent Group’ and UKIP, who both 
failed to win any seats. UKIP lost all 
of their seats across the UK, including 

leader Gerard Batten. Change UK lost 
their two existing seats and failed to 
win any others, despite official fig-
ures having showed that they out-
spent every other party on their social 
media campaign. 

The Conservative Party, who were 
expecting a poor result, managed to 
hold on to 4 of their seats. The swing 
against the Conservative Party has 
been widely attributed to the unpopu-
larity of Prime Minister Theresa May, 
who resigned the day after the elec-
tion. A new leader will be elected for 
the Conservative Party to replace her 
as Prime Minister. ■ 

FRANCE

A Tale of Two Cities 

“I t was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times, it was an 
age of wisdom, it was an age of 

foolishness.” So goes the famous open-
ing lines of Charles Dickens ‘A Tale of 
Two Cities’, a historic novel set during 
the French Revolution that’s main 
theme is the division of society. 

The theme of division also played 
heavily in the European Election 
results in France. The country has 
been heavily divided in recent months, 
with a wave of violent protests strik-
ing major towns and cities. People are 
divided over the Presidency of Eman-
uel Macron, and over their view on 
what sort of future exists for the Euro-
pean Union. 

The results played out this drama, 
with the ‘National Rally’ of Marine 
Le Pen coming in first place and the 
‘European Renaissance’ List of Eman-
uel Macron coming in second, each 
reaching 23% of the vote and 23 MEPs. 
Frances two largest delegations to the 
European Parliament represent differ-
ent ideological traditions, those who 
want to pursue an ever closer union, and 
those who want to destroy the Union. 

As has been the case across the rest 
of Europe, the establishment parties 
fell in France. The conservative Les 
Repbulicains lost 12 seats, whilst the 
Socialists lost 7. The Greens and the 
far left both also made more moderate 
gains. ■ 

HUNGARY

The 
Hungarian 
exception 

W hilst the centre-right 
struggled in other parts of 
Europe, the Fidesz Party of 

Victor Orban managed to grow, winning 
52% of the popular vote and 13 MEPs. 
Mr Orban has been enjoying increased 
support in Hungary in recent months, 
despite receiving heavy criticism from 
both the European Union and his own 
European Peoples Party. The party was 
suspended from the EPP ahead of the 
election, and yet has returned as one of 
its largest delegations. 

Some analysts have argued that the 
opposition parties would be on par 

with the Fidesz-KDNP coalition had 
they run jointly. While such an idea was 
initially entertained, it was derailed by 
disagreements. 

The centre left Democratic Coa-
lition won two more seats than last 
time, defying expectations that they 
would lose support. The new Momen-
tum party managed to win two seats 
as well, despite having failed to get 
into the National Parliament last 
year. The far-right Jobbik lost one 
seat. ■ 

BULGARIA

The emergence of a  
“Two Party” system

B ulgaria’s early politics after re-es-
tablishing itself as a fully inde-
pendent country outside of the 

communist system saw a number of frag-
mented political parties emerging. Parties 
would come and go as quickly as their lead-
ers, without really establishing themselves. 
This has recently been coming to an end 
with the emergence of both a strong cen-
tre-right and centre-left, mirroring the pol-
itics of the United Kingdom or America. 

These European elections were 
no exception, in fact they reinforced 
this entrenchment of a new political 

establishment in Bulgaria. Both the 
centre-right GERB, led by Prime Min-
ister Boyko Borisov and the centre-left 
Socialist Party emerged as clear leaders, 
taking a plurality of Bulgaria seats in the 
European Parliament. 

Despite this, the two party system hasn’t 
completely established itself. The Turkish 
Minority Movement for Rights and Free-
doms won 3 seats and the conservative 
VMRO increased their share of the vote on 
2014 and won 2 seats. VMRO is currently in 
coalition government with the GERB and 
share a close political relationship. ■ 

CROATIA

Tomašić comes top

A CRE Womens board mem-
ber and Croatian MEP Ruža 
Tomašić won the largest num-

ber of preferential votes in the Euro-
pean Parliament race. Ms Tomašić won 
almost 70,000 personal votes. 

The ruling HDZ won 22.72% of the 
vote and 4 seats in the European Par-
liament. The SDP, the main opposition 
party, also won 4 seats in the parliament, 
with 18.71% of the popular vote. The SDP 
will gain the fourth seat after the United 
Kingdom leaves the EU. The Croatian 
Soverignists coalition, the independent 
list of Mislav Kolakušić, the Živi Zid party, 
and the Amsterdam Coalition won one 
seat each. The voter turnout was 29.9%, 
up from 25.2% in the 2014 election.

Prime Minister Plenković admit-
ted that he expected more votes. The 

elected MEP’s of the HDZ list are Karlo 
Ressler, Dubravka Šuica, Tomislav Sokol 
and Željana Zovko. SDP President Davor 
Bernardić was satisfied with the results, 
which exceeded his expectations. The 
elected MEP’s of the SDP are Biljana 
Borzan, Tonino Picula, Predrag Fred 
Matić and Romana Jerković. Jerković 
will take her seat after Brexit. Ruža 
Tomašić of the Croatian Sovereignists 
won the highest number of preferential 
votes and retained her seat in the parlia-
ment. The biggest surprise of the elec-
tion was Kolakušić’s independent list, 
which won 7.89% of the vote. Kolakušić 
announced a presidential campaign the 
day after the election.

Ivan Vilibor Sinčić, the president of 
the Živi zid party, won most preferen-
tial votes on his party list and a place in 

the parliament ahead of the slate leader, 
Tihomir Lukanić. The Amsterdam Coa-
lition’s main candidate, Valter Flego, 
won a seat in the parliament. ■ 

CYPRUS

The politics of division 

C yprus is one of the few coun-
tries in the EU that only sends 
the minimum number of MEPs 

to the European Parliament. Of the six 
members elected, two went to the cen-
tre-right Democratic Rally, two went 
to the Communist Party, and two went 
to smaller Social Democratic Parties. 
These results were identical to 2014. 

The major breakthrough of these elec-
tions however was the election of the first 
Turkish Cypriot MEP in history. Niyazi 
Kizilyurek, a 59-year-old university pro-
fessor, was among six MEPs elected. This 
comes despite the fact that Turkish Cypri-
ots have been denied a vote in European 
Elections, even though under the terms of 

their membership of the European Union, 
two of the six seats should be allocated to 
the Turkish minority in the North of the 
long divided island. 

Many politicians from Northern 
Cyprus did the rounds of MEPs offices 
before the European Elections asking 
for support in ensuring the Republic of 
Cyprus stuck to its word and allowed 
Turkish Cypriots to vote and stand. 
These meetings with EU institutions 
were met with a lukewarm response, and 
no commitment was made to ensure that 
Turkish Cypriots could stand. Despite 
this Mr Kizilyurek will go to Brussels as 
the first Turkish Cypriot MEP, despite 
being elected by the Republic. ■ 

CZECH REPUBLIC

The Outsider

M uch attention has been paid 
by this newspaper to the cam-
paign of Czech citizen Jan 

Zahradils campaign to become the new 
Commission President. His campaign 
focused on the fact that he was an out-
sider to Brussels establishment. 

This outsider mentality seems to con-
tinue to be a theme in the results in the 
Czech Republic in the European Elec-
tions. The main winner on election 
night was the ANO party, led by populist 
Prime Minister Andrej Babis who has 
attracted attention more recently for 
mass protests against his government 
over allegations of corruption. 

However the real story of the night 
was the resurgence of the Civic Demo-
crat Party (ODS), who managed to dou-
ble their vote share on 2014, as well as 
their seats. Mr Zahradil will be joined 
in the new European Parliament by 

two new colleagues, including a former 
Defence Minister. 

Other big winners were the Pirate 
Party, who managed to win 3 seats 
and the far right Freedom and Direct 
Democracy Party who won 2 seats for 

the first time and will be joining Sal-
vini and Le Pen in the new extremist 
group. The biggest losers of the night 
where the communists and Christian 
democrats who all lost vote share and 
seats. ■ 

DENMARK

The Establishment 
fights back 

D enmark was in the middle of 
a General Election campaign 
when citizens went to vote in 

the European Elections. The results 
saw the liberal conservative Venstre 
come in first place. A surprise for many 
given that they were falling behind in 
opinion polls in both the General and 
European Elections. ■ 

ESTONIA

Reform still on top

T he Classically Liberal Reform 
party managed to hold its first 
place position, increasing its 

share of the vote. The boost came from 
the fact that they have been in oppo-
sition in Estonia since March, despite 
being the most popular party in the 
country. They ran a campaign focused 
on the idea of ensuring that the Euro-
pean Union worked for the Estonian 
people, without taking too much power 
away from the Baltic country. 

The far right EKRE entered the Euro-
pean Parliament for the first time during 

these elections as well. They have had a 
steep rise in support in recent years, 
fuelled by both the threat from Russia 
and the migrant crisis. They will sit with 
other populist parties in the European 
Parliament. 

The conservative leaning Pro Patria 
lost their seat, however will be back after 
Brexit as they managed to win the extra 
mandate that will be given to Estonia as 
part of the restructuring of the Euro-
pean Parliament. They ran a campaign 
that called for a rethinking of the role of 
the EU in the lives of ordinary people. ■ 

FINLAND

More of the same

F resh of the back of recent and 
controversial Parliamentary 
elections, Finns voted to main-

tain the status quo in the European 
Parliament. Only two seats changed 
hands with the Centre Party loosing 
one seat and the Green League winning 
one, as well as gaining an extra man-
date after Brexit. 

The conservative leaning Finns 
Party managed to hold on to both of 
their seats and saw a slight increase in 
their share of the vote. The other par-
ties that saw an increase were the Social 
Democrats and the Green League. Both 
cashing in on their recent electoral 
success in the General Elections and a 
boost for the new government. ■ 

GREECE

Bad night  
for Tsipras

S ince he took a huge blow in the 
European Parliament elections, 
where his Syriza coalition fell 

back in terms of vote share -despite not 
losing any seats- Mr Tsipras called for 
a snap election in Greece. As a result he 
was unceremoniously ousted as Prime 
Minister after losing to the Centre-right 
New Democracy on the General Elec-
tion that took place on July 7th.

The new entry to the European Par-
liament was Kyriakos Velopoulos of the 
Greek Solution party. He won 4% of the 
popular vote which entitled him to a seat 
in the European Parliament where he 

now sits with the European Conserva-
tives and Reformist Group. In last week’s 
general election his newly formed party 
performed equally good, securing 10 
seats in Greece’s Parliament. ■ 

LATVIA

National Alliance gets boost 

T he National Alliance, led by 
Robers Zile received a boost 
when they managed to increase 

their representation in the European 
Parliament to 2 MEPs. The party is cur-
rently in coalition in Latvia and have 
recently been polling in second place in 
national elections. Dace Melbarde, the 
former Minister of Culture, will join 

Mr Zile in the European Conservatives 
and Reformist Group. 

The centre right Unity Party fell 
back significantly, losing two MEPs. 
Whilst the Russian minority Harmony 
Party came in second place, also gain-
ing an extra mandate. They will con-
tinue to sit with the EPP and S&D 
respectively. ■ 

LITHUANIA 

Wasted votes?

O ne of the most surprising things 
about the results of the elec-
tions in Lithuania, was the fact 

that 22% of the vote went to parties that 
failed to reach the threshold to get in. 
Meanwhile the top party in the country, 
the Homeland Union, only won 18%. A 
further 5% of the total votes were spoilt 
of invalid ballots. 

Despite this there was some move-
ment in terms of seat allocation. The 
conservative Homeland Union won 3 
mandates, the Social Democrats won 2 
and the Lithuanian Peasant and Green 
Union won 2. All of these marked an 

increase in their representation. 
The other surprise of the night was 

the election of independent MEP Ausra 
Maldeikiene, a former economist. She 
had previously served as an MP and run 
for President, and been a member of the 
controversial Order and Justice Party, 
however she has stated she will try and 
join the ALDE Group in the European 
Parliament. 

Valdemar Tomaševski managed to 
comfortably win his seat for a third 
mandate and he will return to the Euro-
pean Conservatives and Reformist 
Group. ■ 

LUXEMBOURG

Juncker’s 
CSV takes 
beating

F or over four decades, the 
Christian Social Peoples Party 
was the main force in Lux-

embourg. This election marked the 
first time since direct elections to 
the European Parliament started 
that the CSV has not come top in the 
country. Instead the governing Dem-
ocratic Party of Xavier Bettel came in 
first, with 21% of the vote, and gained 
an extra mandate. The Greens also 

saw an increase in their vote share. 
The Alternative Democratic Reform 
Party narrowly missed out on win-
ning a seat, despite getting 126,000 
or 10%. ■ 

ITALY

Rise of the Right

P erhaps the biggest winner of 
election night across the entire 
of the European Union was 

Matteo Salvini. His Lega party won 
24 seats, taking their total up to 29, 
making them the largest single party 
in the European Parliament. He has 
promised to create his own group 
with the support of the Alternative 

fur Deutschland and Marine Le Pen. 
However, election night also deliv-

ered promising results for the centre 
right as well. Fratelli d’Italia entered 
the European Parliament with 6 mem-
bers, including the return of Raffaele 
Fitto. 

The establishment parties all suf-
fered in the elections. Silvio Berlusconi’s 

Forza Italia lost 6 seats and over 8% of 
the vote. Whilst the Democratic Party 
lost 12 MEPs, a change of 18% of the 
vote. Equally the populist Five Star 
Movement went from 17 MEPs down to 
14, despite strong support in the south 
of the country. It is unclear what politi-
cal group they will now join in the Euro-
pean Parliament. ■
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THE CONSERVATIVE
And do you think that the other groups 
will listen? 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
No, and I had a sample of it during the 
last conference of presidents meeting, 
where the leaders of the major groups 
who will form the ruling coalition, we 
will carry on regardless, and nothing 
changed. So no.

THE CONSERVATIVE
Given that is it now note easier to 
expand, especially when you take into 
account that members of the Euro-
pean Peoples Party and Euroreal-
ist members of the Liberals will have 
issues with supporting Socialist and 
Green policies?

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
I would hope so, but it is very compli-
cated. Because there are factors related 
to national politics and certain inter-
national commitments. So it’s difficult. 
There are groups, there are parties, there 
are delegations that one would think 
intellectually or conceptually should 
work together, but somehow they do 
not see eye to eye for various reasons. 
In politics as you know there is a lot of 
irrationality, you cannot overcome. But 
these are facts. One could imagine if you 
are a theorist you could look at the pro-
gramme of the political parties and its 
very easy to construct from the parties 
and MEPs that are here a new group that 
would be the largest in the European 
Parliament. But that is just a theory, in 

practice it’s impossible. But hopefully 
this group will increase as the mandate 
goes on.

THE CONSERVATIVE
So do you see room for cooperation 
with those parties in other groups that 
are sympathetic to our positions? 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
Yes I hope so, and I think more so now 
more than previous mandates. We are 
still waiting to see how many groups 
there will be and how big they are. We 
should somehow join forces on particu-
lar issues. 

THE CONSERVATIVE
And what are some of those areas? 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
Those issues that relate to sovereignty. 
That’s where the European Institu-
tions transcend the competency. There 
are probably some areas that would 
be more difficult to work on such as 
Foreign Policy and energy. In the last 
weeks of the previous mandate we had 
this coalition on the mobility package 
that was quite large, we still failed, but 

only because the EP decided to violate 
the rules, not for the first time or the 
last time, and put forward rejected pro-
posals. But yes, there are certain areas 
we could see a coordinated effort. Even 
some EPP parties are willing to work 
with us. 

THE CONSERVATIVE
And thinking about the governing coa-
lition itself, do you see it having much 
longevity as a political force. 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
Longevity by definition is long. I don’t 
know what the opposite is, but I think it 
will last for soe time. They are too much 
afraid of losing the monopoly of power, 
the main factor that seems to keep them 
together. It’s not something that I think 
will change. It’s an ad hoc construction 
to preserve the status quo? 

THE CONSERVATIVE
So if this governing coalition will con-
tinue to last, then that will effectively 
make the ECR Group the official oppo-
sition in the European Parliament. 
Will the ECR be a constructive opposi-
tion like in the last mandate? 

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
Well, it’s a difficult question. Because 
contrary to what you might hear in the 
EU institutions, there’s no tradition of 
compromise in European politics. If 
European politics has always been in the 
hands of one political coalition. So when 
they have the majority they don’t bother 
to make compromises with anyone. So 
whether you are constructive or destruc-
tive, or say no or ‘yes but…’ they couldn’t 
care less. But in some particular prob-
lems they might be willing to cooperate. 
When national interests come into play, 
that offers possibility for some kind of 
compromise. And if you look at the image 
of our group, we are not as tainted as the 
groups to the right of us such as Le Pen or 
Farage. And that also matters. 

THE CONSERVATIVE
Finally, what do you see as the future 
of the ECR Group?

PROF. RYSZARD LEGUTKO MEP
I believe that 63 members from 15 coun-
tries is a solid base. Our idea is to remain 
a loose confederation of parties based on 
a few core ideas. I still believe we can keep 
this model and become a larger group. We 
have some great ideas from fine people, 
so we need to work on building respect. 

I think there is movement in Eastern 
Europe to be supportive of the EU but at 
the same time to be dissatisfied with the 
way it is functioning, and there is a cer-
tain rapprochement between the gov-
ernments. And that may translate to 
cooperation here, even if we are in differ-
ent groups ■

MALTA

Small island with  
big problems

M alta has been through a lot in 
recent years. It has been on 
the front line of the migrant 

crisis in the Mediterranean, it has held 
both the Presidency of the European 
Council and Commonwealth simul-
taneously and it has been rocked by a 
number of political scandals following 
the death journalist Daphne Caruana 
Galizia. 

Despite all this trouble, the Maltese 
people swung their support behind 
Prime Minister Joseph Muscat and 
gave his Labour Party an extra MEP at 
the expense of the centre-right Nation-
alist Party. Muscat’s Labour Party won 
54% of the popular vote, the highest of 
any party in the European Parliament, 
however in Malta that only equates to 
141,267 votes. ■ 

POLAND

Law and Justice wins big

T he governing Law and Justice 
Party saw a big vote of confi-
dence in their leadership of 

the country when they came first in 
the European Parliament Elections. 
The Party managed to win 45% of 
the vote, with 6 million votes. This 
was despite stiff opposition from a 
coalition of the unwilling made up of 
Donald Tusks Civic Platform, the lib-
eral Modern Party, the socialist Dem-
ocratic Left Alliance, the Christian 
democrat Polish Peoples Party, and 
the Greens. 

Within a week of the coalition 
losing the election, it began to fall 
apart with the Polish Peoples Party 
withdrawing first. This means that 
despite winning 22 MEPs, 5 less 
than when they stood separately last 

time, they will all end up in different 
groups. The new Wiosna Party won 3 
MEPs without being part of the coa-
lition and will now sit with the S&D 
group. 

The Law and Justice Party will now 
be one of the biggest single parties in 
the European Parliament, with some 
high profile MEPs, including former 
Foreign Minister Anna Fotyga, for-
mer Prime Minister Beata Szydlo and 
former Deputy Speaker of the Parlia-
ment Adam Bielan. 

This result also puts the party on a 
good footing for the general elections 
that will take place in September, in 
which they are currently expected 
win an increased share of the votes 
and seats in the Sejm and form a 
stronger government. ■ 

ROMANIA 

Government 
loses ground

T he governing Socialist party 
has taken a beating in the 
European Elections, losing 

ground to the opposition National 
Liberal Party and anti-corruption 
USR-PLUS alliance. To add to their 
troubles they are likely to be expelled 
from the S&D Group over breaches of 
the rule of law in Romania. A string 
of protests crippled the country last 
year after the government made 
changes to the legal code that would 
have effectively made the govern-
ment immune to prosecution over 
corruption. At the same time they 
released a number of their activists 
and members from prison, who had 
been arrested for corruption. 

The results are not necessarily good 
for the country, with a great deal of 
opposition coming from Romanian 
expats living in the rest of the European 
Union. There were reports on elec-
tion days of lines outside Romanian 

embassies and consulates stretching 
out into the thousands as people cast 
their ballot to send a message to the 
government back home. ■ 

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 

The Iberian exception 

W hilst left wing and social 
democratic parties across 
the rest of Europe suffered 

poor results, Iberia seemed to offer 
a strange counter narrative. In both 
Portugal and Spain, leftist parties did 
much better than expected. In Portu-
gal the Socialist Party gained a seat and 
increased its share of the vote, with the 
Left Bloc and PAN parties also gain-
ing more seats. Meanwhile in Spain the 
Socialist Party increased their share of 
the vote by almost 10% and won an extra 
6 seats, making them one of the biggest 
parties in the Parliament. This was fresh 
of the back of a strong result in the Gen-
eral Election that removed the centre 
right from power in early May. 

Centre Right Parties fared less well in 
the elections. In Spain the Peoples Party 
lost 6% of the vote and 4 seats, whilst 
in Portugal neither EPP member made 
any gains. The classically liberal Citi-
zens party in Spain gained an extra seat, 
which was less than expected. Whilst the 
new conservative Vox Party won 3 seats 
and entered the European Parliament 
for the first time since their founding. 

Various regionalist parties did well, 
including the election of exiled Presi-
dent of Catalonia Charles Puigdemont 
and one of his ministers. There has 
been some controversy surrounding his 
election as it is unclear if he will be able 
to take his seat or not as he currently 
lives in exile in Belgium. ■ 

SLOVAKIA

Liberal surge 

T he classical liberal Freedom and 
Solidarity Party, led by former 
MEP Richard Sulik won an extra 

mandate in the European Parliament. 
They will now be represented by former 
Minister of Education Eugen Jurzyca 
and journalist Lucia Duris Nicholson-
ova. They will sit in the European Con-
servatives and Reformists Group. 

The big winners of election night 
were the new liberal parties, Progressive 
Slovakia and Together-Civic Democrats, 
who won 4 seats. Another less welcome 
surprise was the rise of Peoples Party 
Our Slovakia, a neo-Nazi party that has 
had a sharp rise in support in recent 
months, which hasn’t gone without crit-
icism. Slovakia is due to have a general 
election in 2020, and based on the cur-
rent results the opposition would likely 
win, bringing SAS and other liberal con-
servative parties to power. ■ 

SWEDEN

Opposition victory 

I n Sweden, the European Election 
results saw Sweden’s opposition 
parties receive a boost. The Swed-

ish Democrats, Christian Democrats and 
Moderate Parties all saw increases in vote 
share and seats. Whilst those parties that 
had switched allegiances after the last 
election to join the left wing government 
were punished. The Greens, Feminist 

Initiative and Liberal Parties all lost seats, 
whilst the Social Democrats and Left 
Party failed to make any gains. 

This could be seen as the start of a new 
emerging coalition in Sweden that would 
put the Christian Democrats, Swedish 
Democrats and Moderate Party in gov-
ernment. The next general election isn’t 
due in Sweden until 2022. ■ 

SLOVENIA 

Governing party enters EP  
for the first time

D espite increasing their share of 
the vote, the conservative Slo-
venian Democratic Party lost a 

seat. This has more to do with the elec-
toral system than a reflection of the view 
of the people. A new, liberal populist 
party, that leads the coalition govern-
ment in Slovenia, won 15% of the vote 
and 2 seats, entering the European Par-
liament for the first time. 

Their socialist coalition partners also 
gained a seat and increased their share 
of the vote by 8%. The Slovenian Demo-
cratic Party, still managed to come first 
in the elections, and is still polling ahead 
of all other parties. Their leader Janez 
Jansa, tweeted after the election that 
he regretted that the EPP had decided 
to join a coalition with the left, and said 
instead that EPP and ECR should come 
together and work on a conservative 
platform in the next mandate. Mr Jansa 
is a close ally of Hungarian Prime Minis-
ter Victor Orban. ■ 

Prof. Ryszard Legutko MEP
is the Co-Chairman of the 

Parliamentary Group of European 
Conservatives and Reformists. He is a 
professor of philosophy at Jagellonian 

University in Krakow, Poland and 
has served as Minister of Education, 
Secretary of State in the Chancellery 
of the late President Lech Kaczynski, 

and Deputy Speaker of the Senate. His 
most recent English language book is 

“The Demon in Democracy: Totalitarian 
Temptations in Free Societies” 

(Encounter Books, 2016).

THE ECR HAS PLENTY 
OF ROOM TO GROW
An interview with Professor Ryszard Legutko, Co-Chairman of ECR Group

We hope to gather together people 
and forces here in the parliament 
and exert pressure on the powers 

that be.

Polish MEP Professor Ryszard 
Legutko was voted in for a second 
term as the European Conservative 
and Reformists Groups Co-Chairman, 
we sat down with him in his office to 
find out what his priorities are for the 
group in the next mandate, and what 
he sees as the problems with the new 
‘Grand Coalition’
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01 Retune the EU campaign 
launched
ACRE’s lead candidate Jan Zahradil offi-
cially launched his Retune the EU Spit-
zenkandidat campaign on 28th November 
2018 in Brussels.

The band Exiled in Brussels whose 
members are the Chairman of the ECR 
Group Syed Kamall (bass guitar and 
vocals) and Vice-Chaiman Roberts Zile 
(guitar) opened the event with a song 
Crossroads by a blues musician Robert 
Johnson. When asked why he chose this 
particular song, Jan Zahradil explained 
that people always talk about the EU being 
at a crossroads: “now we really are at a 
crossroads, because there will be no EPP 
and Socialist majority in the European 
Parliament after the next elections.”

In his address, Jan Zahradil presented 
his campaign manifesto highlighting his 
primary priority - the Great Review of the 
entire “acquis communautaire”. “The EU 
has completely stopped examining where 
it has gone wrong and overreached,” 
explained Jan Zahradil. “A Commission 
led by me would focus on assessing regu-
lation that already exists, removing what 
is no longer necessary, what is overdue, 
redundant or inefficient, and improving 
what can be made to work better.” 

The full manifesto can be downloaded 
at acreurope.eu/janzahradil.

02 Federalists met the 
ACRE’s lead candidate
ACRE’s lead candidate Jan Zahradil 
debated the President of the Union of 
European Federalists Sandro Gozi in 
one of the first Spitzenkadidat debates in 
Brussels. The debate in the Brussels Mic-
rosoft headquarters, moderated by jour-
nalist Chris Burns, focused on the future 
of Europe but also discussed migration 

and the EU budget. One issue both politi-
cians agreed on was that the Single Market 
benefits the EU. 

Jan Zahradil told the invited audience 
that the ECR was the leading pro-Euro-
pean reform party with a plan to ensure 
the EU is scaled back to become more flex-
ible, prosperous and respectful of national 
governments. 

03 ACRE’s President 
welcomes a new party
ACRE’s President Jan Zahradil welcomed 
a new party Fratelli d’Italia into the con-
servative family. 

Fratelli d’Italia, a national conserva-
tive party led by Georgia Meloni, officially 
joined the ACRE at “La Convenzione Blu 
Council Meeting & Summit” on 22nd Feb-
ruary 2019 in Rome.

Zahradil welcomed the new ally, stress-
ing the important role that Italy will play 
in the European elections. He also empha-
sised how important Fratelli d’Italia 
would be in the next European Conserva-
tive Group in the Parliament.  

04 The EP debate on the 
Future of Eruope is a theater
During the February European Par-
liament plenary session in Strasbourg, 
ACRE’s lead candidate and member of the 
ECR Group Jan Zahradil called out his fel-
low MEPs for not being able to convey a 
balanced debate on the Future of Europe. 
At present, in each Strasbourg plenary ses-
sion a debate with a member state prime 
minister or a head of state on the Future of 
Europe takes place. However, the majority 
of the speakers belong to the EU federalist 
EPP, Socialists and Liberals who all want 
the same thing – more Europe. 

When somebody with a different point 
of view takes the floor such as the Italian 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte on 12th 
February, a majority of MEPs almost 
‘booed’ and ‘jeered’ him.

“This is not a debate, this is only an imi-
tation of a debate,” said Jan Zahradil to the 
chamber. 

05 Jan Zahradil delivered a 
key note speech at the ODS 
Idea Conference in Prague 
As well as being ACRE President and lead 
candidate for the Commission Presidency, 
Jan Zahradil also leads the Czech Civic 
Democratic Party in the May European 
elections. 

On Saturday 16th March, he delivered 
a keynote speech at the party’s Idea Con-
ference in Prague outlining his Spitzenk-
andidat priorities but also stressing that 
the ODS strongly opposes any idea of the 
Czech Republic leaving the EU: “We do 
not support any referendum about the 
Czech Republic leaving the EU. But we do 

not support the EU turning into a federal 
superstate. We want a flexible and multi-
speed EU.”

“It is my honour to represent the Czech 
Republic and Central and Eastern Europe 
in the Spitzenkandidat race,” concluded 
Jan Zahradil, who is the first ever candi-
date for the Commission Presidency com-
ing from Central and Eastern Europe. 

06 Business Briefing with 
Jan Zahradil 
“It’s not politicians who create jobs and 
growth. It’s businesses. Our role as pol-
iticians is to create the right regulatory 
and economic conditions which means 
keeping rules simple, fair and stable,” 
said ACRE lead candidate Jan Zahradil to 
industry representatives during his Busi-
ness Briefing on 20th March in the Brus-
sels’ Residence Palace.

He also revealed to the audience his 
plan to conduct ‘The Great Review’ if 
elected President of the European Com-
mission. The ACRE lead candidate 
believes that the biggest self-assessment 
since the foundation of the EU is neces-
sary and long overdue. The regulations 
and directives that are no longer needed 
and inefficient need to be removed and the 
next European Commission must focus 
instead on becoming less bureaucratic 
and more efficient. 

The ECR’s Vice-Chair Roberts Zile 
and the UK Minister of State for Exiting 
the European Union, Lord Callanan, also 
spoke at the event.

07 ACRE Liberty Summit in 
Sofia, Bulgaria
The ACRE’s Liberty Summit organised 
in Sofia, Bulgaria on 22nd March, dis-
cussed Bulgaria’s political and economic 
reforms and developing a truer democ-
racy where the rule of law could replace 

crony capitalism, corruption and poverty, 
and in their place provide the structures 
for the stability and prosperity of the Bul-
garian people.

‘It’s been 30 years since the fall of com-
munism and the western societies are 
still not able to fully understand our very 
unique historical experience and the com-
plexity of our societies,” ACRE President 
and lead candidate Jan Zahradil told the 
audience in Sofia.

On Saturday he also met the Bulgar-
ian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov with 
whom he had a chance to discuss the eco-
nomic growth of Bulgaria, the protection 
of borders and future of Europe.

08 Faith and Freedom 
Summit
ACRE’s lead candidate Jan Zahradil deliv-
ered a key note speech at the Faith and 
Freedom Summit that took place on 2nd 
April in Brussels. The Summit brought 
together leaders from religion, politics, 
government, academia, activism and the 
not-for-profit sector from Europe and 
beyond, in order to propose and develop 
initiatives that would put Freedom of 
Religion and Belief in Europe back in the 
spotlight.

 The Summit aimed to drive an open 
discussion on the topic and the need to 
reinforce the existing mechanisms pro-
tecting freedom of religion and belief in 
the European Union. 

09 Blue Green Summit and 
why conservatives are the 
best conservationists
The ACRE Blue Green Summit 2019 took 
place on 3rd April in the Brussels Solvay 
Library, and presented a great opportu-
nity to counter the view that environmen-
tal policies are exclusively on the lefts 
agenda.

 Jan Zaharadil opened the Summit say-
ing: “Here in Brussels, the response to 
environmental issues is often to turn to 
regulation. The Green movement seems to 
have completely lost its way intellectually. 
The EU, its Member States, and markets 
must all work together if we are to develop 
effective solutions for sustainability,”

 A water technology engineer by pro-
fession, Jan Zahradil also warned that the 
issue of climate change, which absolutely 
dominates the public discourse on envi-
ronmental issues, overshadows any other 
environmental problems we have such as 
water scarcity and draughts. 

10 Jan Zahradil’s Road to 
Europe
On 4th April ACRE lead candidate for 
the Commission Presidency Jan Zahradil 
spoke in the Spitzenkandidaten Series 
debate Road to Europe organised by the 
Financial Times and European economic 
think tank Bruegel. The topics covered 
issues such as sustainable growth, Euro-
zone and European economy, trade and 
Competition and industrial policy.

 Jan Zahradil campaigned for the EU 
budget to be restructured and focused on 
infrastructure, innovation and research 
and also stressed that the EU needs to 
become the world leader in trade.

 ‘European institutions need to become 
servants of the member states rather than 
their master,” concluded Mr Zahradil.

11 Jan Zahradil welcomed 
new allies at the ECR Group 
Bureau meeting in Paris 
ACRE’s President and member of the 
European Conservatives and Reform-
ists Group in the European Parliament, 
Jan Zahradil, met new allies from France 
and the Netherlands in Paris at the end of 
February.

Together with ECR Group Co-chair, 
Professor Ryszard Legutko, the leader of 
the French party Debout la France, Nico-
las Dupont-Aignan, and Thierry Baudet, 
who leads Dutch party Forum for Democ-
racy, they announced that they are joining 
forces for the 2019 European elections. 

This alliance with the new French and 
Dutch parties aims to bring together con-
structive Euro-realist political forces that 
agree on the essential need to defend the 

interests of Member States while working 
together in areas where the EU can bring 
added value.

With their new allies, the ECR Group 
aims to form a new Euro-realist majority 
in the next European Parliament.

“The grand coalition between the EPP 
and the Socialists in the European Parlia-
ment, which has ruled Brussels for years, 
must end. And I am certain that we will 
be the ones to end it. We will bring about 
the change needed in Brussels after the 
next European Elections,” said Jan Zah-
radil to the journalists during the press 
conference.

12 Jan Zahradil met with the 
British Defence Secretary 
and the Minister of State for 
Brexit 
At the beginning of March, ACRE’s lead 
candidate Jan Zahradil travelled to Lon-
don to meet British Secretary of State for 
Defence, Gavin Williamson, and British 
Minister of State for Exiting the EU, Lord 
Callanan.

The letter sent by the British govern-
ment to the European Commission pro-
posing an agreement on citizens’ rights 
in the event of a no-deal Brexit was on the 
agenda of the meeting with Lord Callanan. 
ACRE’s President assured Lord Callanan 
that he would urge the Commission to 
accept the draft. 

With Defence Secretary, Gavin Wil-
liamson, the role of NATO was discussed 
and the two politicians agreed that NATO 
needs to remain the cornerstone of Euro-
pean security after Brexit. 

13 It’s possible without 
quotas!
In the Czech Republic, International 
Women’s Day, celebrated on 8 March, 
enjoys a poor reputation in the country 
as it is associated with the communist 
regime. To mark the occasion and stress 
the importance of concrete actions in 
this field, ACRE President Jan Zahradil, 
member of the Czech ODS Party, decided 
to organise an event in Prague bring-
ing together successful businesswomen, 
female politicians, lawyers and doctors to 
discuss successful career-building. The 
event entitled, “It’s possible without quo-
tas” promoted the message that positive 

discrimination in the form of quotas is not 
a prerequisite to success for women and 
the Czech Republic is proof of this.

14 Jan Zahradil visited the 
border between Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland
On 9 March, the ACRE’s lead candidate 
Jan Zahradil visited Northern Ireland. He 
gave a key note speech at the Annual Con-
ference of the Ulster Unionist Party in 
Belfast where he stressed the importance 
of preserving the territorial integrity of 
the United Kingdom after Brexit and the 
importance of having a strong UK operat-
ing in partnership with the EU.

In the afternoon he had the opportunity 
to visit the villages of Belcoo and Blacklion 
where the hard border between North-
ern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
used to be. “Nobody wants a hard border 
here after Brexit so we must make sure it 
won’t happen. We must not return to the 
borders of the past,” commented Zahradil 
after the visit. 

15 Debate with Die 
Tageszeitung in Berlin
Die Tageszeitung, is the biggest left wing 
German daily and on 6th April ACRE lead 
candidate Jan Zahradil participated in its 
‘tazlab’ discussion forum which is organ-
ised every year, this time on the future of 
Europe. 

Jan Zahradil talked about the fight 
against fake news and the rise of “pop-
ulism” in Europe. He recalled that dis-
satisfaction with the way the European 
Union works has been significantly grow-
ing in Europe, and if we do not listen to 
people and their concerns, there will be 
serious consequences. The ACRE Presi-
dent also reminded everyone that “Euro-
pean identity” is perceived differently in 
each country and that that needs to be 
respected.

16 Bauma fair in Munich
Die Tageszeitung, is the biggest left wing 
German daily and on 6th April ACRE lead 
candidate Jan Zahradil participated in its 
‘tazlab’ discussion forum which is organ-
ised every year, this time on the future of 
Europe. 

Jan Zahradil talked about the fight 
against fake news and the rise of “popu-
lism” in Europe. He recalled that dissatis-
faction with the way the European Union 
works has been significantly growing in 
Europe, and if we do not listen to people 
and their concerns, there will be serious 
consequences. The ACRE President also 
reminded everyone that “European iden-
tity” is perceived differently in each coun-
try and that that needs to be respected.

17 Brussels business 
breakfast 
On 10th April ACRE lead candidate Jan 
Zahradil met with senior people from the 
world of industry and trade in Brussels 
to discuss how the EU can become more 
business friendly and competitive. 

“It’s not politicians that create jobs and 
growth, it’s business. Our role as politi-
cians is to create the right regulatory con-
ditions, which means keeping rules simple 
and fair,” said Jan Zahradil.

He also highlighted that it was import-
ant to have conversations like this with 
business, as they are the backbone of the 
European economy. 

18 Press conference  
in Prague
It is only natural that one of the stops of 
Jan Zahradil’s Retune the EU campaign 
tour was in his home town Prague. On 
24th April he spoke to journalists and 
supporters in the Prague Hard Rock Cafe 
where he presented his 6 main priori-
ties towards less centralisation and flex-
ible EU integration: The Great Review, 
Flexible integration, Security for citizens, 
EU as global leader in free trade, a multi- 
currency EU and More power for national 
parliaments. 

19 On the road to Riga 
ACRE lead candidate Jan Zahradil vis-
ited Riga, Latvia as part of his Retune the 

EU tour on 25th – 26th April. He deliv-
ered a key note speech at the ACRE Riga 
Meeting 2019 organised together with 
ACRE member party, The National Alli-
ance, and discussed foreign policy with 
the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Latvian Parliament 
Rihards Kols.

Jan Zahradil also met the Agricul-
ture Minister Kaspars Gerhards with 
whom he spoke about the Common Agri-
culture Policy and the issues of under-
funded farmers Latvia is dealing with. 
With Ināra Mūrniece, Speaker of the Lat-
vian Saeima they agreed that Central and 
Eastern Europe countries together with 
Baltic States must be more listened to in 
the EU because they bring to the table a 
unique historical experience and a differ-
ent perspective.  

20 The Spitzenkandidat 
debate in Maastricht
The first big Spitzenkandidat debate of 
all lead candidates except EPP’s Manfred 
Weber took place in the city of Maas-
tricht on Monday 30th April. Organ-
ised by the University of Maastricht, 
the debate was moderated by Politico 
Europe’s Ryan Heath and Rianne Let-
schert, rector of Maastricht University, 
and focused on 3 main themes: Digital 
Europe, Future of Europe, and Sustain-
able Europe.

ACRE lead candidate Jan Zahradil 
was the only speaker campaigning for 
a real EU reform against further cen-
tralisation and politicisation of the 
Commission. 

“My country joined the EU 15 years 
ago together with 9 others. But even 
after these 15 years we are still differ-
ent and we need to respect that. We 
need to find a new balance between EU 
solutions and national solutions. I call 
this a flexible Europe and I believe it is 
the only way forward out of the current 
deadlock, “ said Jan Zahradil in his final 
pitch. The debate can be watched on 
Politico Europe YouTube channel. ■

Jan Zahradil was ACRE’s  candidate for the Presidency of the Commission, 
throughout the course of the campaign his team wrote a number of Campaign 
Diaries as he travelled across Europe spreading the conservative message, 
for the first time they are all available in one place.

Jan Zahradil 
CAMPAIGN 
DIARY
HIGHLIGHTS

16 theconservative.onlineSPITZENKANDIDAT 17SPITZENKANDIDATtheconservative.online

Why Retune the EU?
In music the audience cannot 

possibly enjoy the performance if the  
instruments are out of tune. And it 

is the same in politics and in the EU. 
When the institutions are out of tune 
with the people they are supposed to 

represent, it cannot work. That is why 
we need to retune the EU to get it in 

harmony with the wishes of the people.



T ogether with Rousseau, John 
Stuart Mill supplied nearly 
all of the arguments and most 
of the emotional fuel – the 

octane of sentiment – that have gone 
into defining the progressive vision of 
the world. His peculiar brand of utilitar-
ianism – a cake of Benthamite hedonism 
glazed with Wordsworthian sentimental-
ity – has proved to be irresistible for the 
multitudes susceptible to that sort of con-
fection. It is also a recipe that has proved 
to be irresistible to those infatuated with 
the spectacle of their own virtue. 

By far the most concentrated and dam-
aging attack on Mill’s philosophical dis-
pensation is Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 
by the lawyer, judge, and journalist Sir 
James Fitzjames Stephen, Leslie Ste-
phen’s older brother and hence – such 
is the irony of history – Virginia Woolf’s 
uncle. Published in 1873, the last year of 
Mill’s life, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 
aroused, as Leslie Stephen observed at 
the time, “the anger of some, the sympa-
thy of others, and the admiration of all 
who liked to see hard hitting on any side 
of a great question”. A later commentator 
noted that Stephen made “mincemeat” of 
Mill. But it didn’t matter. For nearly one 
hundred years Liberty, Equality, Frater-
nity disappeared almost without a trace. 
After 1874, it was not, as far as I know, 
republished until Cambridge Univer-
sity Press brought out a new edition in 
1967. Written directly after Stephen com-
pleted a stint as Chief Justice of Calcutta, 
the book is full of the justified confidence 

of flourishing empire. Stephen saw the 
great good that the English had brought 
to India in health and education, in main-
taining civic order, in putting down bar-
baric customs like suttee. He recognised 
clearly that following Mill’s liberal prin-
ciples would make carrying out that 
civilising mandate difficult if not impos-
sible. And he decided forthrightly that 
the fault lay with Mill’s liberalism, not 
with civilisation.

The refusal to criticise results in a 
moral paralysis. That paralysis is the 
secret poison at the heart of Mill’s 
liberalism. 

As Stephen explains in his opening 
pages, the book is an effort to examine 
“the doctrines which are rather hinted 
at than expressed by the phrase ‘Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity’.” Stephen notes 
that although the phrase had its origin 
in the French Revolution, it had come 
to express “the creed of a religion” – one 
“less definite than most forms of Chris-
tianity, but not on that account the less 
powerful”. Indeed, the motto “Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity” epitomized “one of 
the most penetrating influences of the 
day,” namely the “Religion of Human-
ity” – the secular, socialistic alternative 
to Christianity put forward in different 
ways by thinkers like Auguste Comte, 
Jeremy Bentham, and John Stuart Mill. 
“It is one of the commonest beliefs of the 
day,” Stephen wrote, “that the human 
race collectively has before it splen-
did destinies of various kinds, and that 
the road to them is to be found in the 
removal of all restraints on human con-
duct, in the recognition of a substantial 
equality between all human creatures, 

and in fraternity in general.”
Stephen shows in tonic detail why 

these beliefs are mistaken and why, 
should they be put into practice, they are 
bound to result in moral chaos and wide-
spread personal unhappiness.

The phrase “Liberty, Equality, Frater-
nity” suggests the immense rhetorical 
advantage that Mill’s brand of liberal-
ism begins with. One can hardly criticise 
the slogan without arousing the sus-
picion that one must be a partisan of 
oppression, servitude, and dissension. 
“Liberty,” Stephen notes, “is a eulogis-
tic word.” Therein lies its magic. Substi-
tute a neutral synonym – “permission”, 
for example, or “leave” (as in “I give you 
leave to go”) – and the spell is broken: the 
troops will not rally. It is the same with 
equality and fraternity. The eulogistic 
aspect of liberalism means that its crit-
ics are practically required to begin with 
an apology. So it is hardly surprising that 
Stephen stresses at the beginning of his 
book that he is “not the advocate of Slav-
ery, Caste, and Hatred” and that there is 
a sense in which he, too, can endorse the 
phrase “liberty, equality, fraternity.” 

Stephen begins by pointing out that 
Mill and other advocates of the Reli-
gion of Humanity have exaggerated the 
advantages and minimized the disad-
vantages that these qualities involve. For 
one thing, taken without further spec-
ification “liberty, equality, fraternity” 
are far too abstract to form the basis of 
anything like a religion. They are also 
inherently disestablishing with regard 
to existing social arrangements; that 
indeed is one reason they exert so great 
an appeal for the radical sensibility. Take 

Mill’s doctrine of liberty, which boils 
down to the exhortation: Let everyone 
please himself in any way he likes so 
long as he does not hurt his neighbour. 
According to Mill – at least according to 
the Mill of On Liberty – any moral sys-
tem that aimed at more – that aimed, for 
example, at improving the moral charac-
ter of society at large or the individuals 
in it – would be wrong in principle.

But this view, Stephen notes, would 
“condemn every existing system of morals.”

Strenuously preach and rigorously 
practise the doctrine that our 

neighbour’s private character is 
nothing to us, and the number of 
unfavorable judgments formed, 

and therefore the number of 
inconveniences inflicted by them 

can be reduced as much as we 
please, and the province of liberty 
can be enlarged in corresponding 
ratio. Does any reasonable man 

wish for this? Could anyone desire 
gross licentiousness, monstrous 
extravagance, ridiculous vanity, 

or the like, to be unnoticed, 
or, being known, to inflict no 

inconveniences which can possibly 
be avoided?

As Stephen dryly observes, pace Mill, 
“the custom of looking upon certain 
courses of conduct with aversion is the 
essence of morality.”

As Stephen points out, Mill’s doctrine 
of liberty betrays a curious stereoscopic 
quality. One moment it seems to license 
unrestrained liberty; the next moment, 
it seems to sanction the most sweeping 
coercion. When Stephen says that “the 
great defect” of Mill’s doctrine of liberty 
is that it implies “too favorable an esti-
mate of human nature,” we know exactly 
what he means. Mill writes as if peo-
ple, finally awakened to their rational 
interests, would put aside all petty con-
cerns and devote themselves to “lofty 
minded” relationships and the happi-
ness of mankind in general. “He appears 
to believe,” Stephen writes with barely 
concealed incredulity, “that if men are 
all freed from restraints and put, as far 
as possible, on an equal footing, they 
will naturally treat each other as broth-
ers, and work together harmoniously 

for their common good.” At the same 
time, Mill’s estimation of actually exist-
ing men and women is very unfavorable. 
“Ninety-nine in a hundred,” he tells us, 
act in ignorance of their real motives. 
He is always going on about “wretched 
social arrangements,” the bad state of 
society, and the general pettiness of his 
contemporaries.

Mill vacillates between these two 
caricatures. The friction between the 
two produces an illusion of benevo-
lence; that illusion is at the heart of 
Mill’s appeal. Yet what Mill describes 
is an ideal that, in proportion as it is 
realised, tends to grow into its oppo-
site. In his book Utilitarianism, Mill 
writes that “as between his own hap-
piness and that of others, justice 
requires [everyone] to be as strictly 
impartial as a disinterested and benev-
olent spectator.” Stephen comments: 
“If this be so, I can only say that nearly 
the whole of nearly every human crea-
ture is one continued course of injus-
tice, for nearly everyone passes his life 
in providing the means of happiness 
for himself and those who are closely 
connected with him, leaving others all 
but entirely out of account.”

And this, Stephen argues, is as it 
should be, not merely for prudential but 
for moral reasons.

The man who works from himself 
outwards, whose conduct is 

governed by ordinary motives, 
and who acts with a view to his 

own advantage and the advantage 
of those who are connected with 

himself in definite, assignable 
ways, produces in the ordinary 

course of things much more 
happiness to others… than a 

moral Don Quixote who is always 
liable to sacrifice himself and his 
neighbours… On the other hand, 

a man who has a disinterested 
love of the human race – that is 
to say, who has got a fixed idea 

about some way of providing for 
the management of the concerns 

of mankind – is an unaccountable 
person… who is capable of making 

his love for men in general the 
ground of all sorts of violence 

against men in particular.
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“The real truth is that the human 
race is so big, so various, so little known, 
that no one can really love it.” It would 
be nice if someone would inform Jean-
Claude Junker of this homely fact. 

Mill champions eccentricity, diver-
sity, and originality as solvents of “the 
tyranny of opinion.” But as we can 
see from looking around at our own 
society, the spread of Mill’s brand of 
equalizing liberty tends to homoge-
nize society and hence to reduce the 
expression of genuine originality 
and individuality. Mill’s philosophy 
declares originality desirable even as 
it works to make it impossible. Unifor-
mity becomes the order of the day. In a 
memorable analogy, Stephen says that 
Mill’s notion of liberty as a politically 
“progressive” imperative in combina-
tion with his demand for originality is 
“like plucking a bird’s feathers in order 
to put it on a level with beasts, and then 
telling it to fly.”

Furthermore, by confounding, 
as Stephen puts it, the proposi-
tion that “variety is good with 
the proposition that good-
ness is various,” Mill’s 
teaching tends to encour-
age a shallow worship of 
mere variety, diversity 
for its own sake with no 
regard for value of the 
specific “diversities” 
being celebrated. This is 
obviously a lesson we still 
have not learned. Notwith-
standing the slogans of our 
cultural commissars, “diver-
sity” itself is neither good nor 
bad. Signs announcing a “commit-
ment to diversity” that one sees at col-
lege campuses and businesses are so 
nauseating precisely because they are 
little more than badges declaring the 
owner’s virtue. The odour of political 
correctness surrounding them is the 
odour of unearned self-satisfaction.

Mill writes as if people, finally awak-
ened to their rational interests, would 
put aside all petty concerns and devote 
themselves to “lofty minded” relation-
ships and the happiness of mankind in 
general. 

Today, we are living with the insti-
tutionalisation of Mill’s paradoxes 
– above all, perhaps, the institutional-
isation of the paradox that in aiming 
to achieve a society that is maximally 
tolerant we at the same time give (in 
the philosopher David Stove’s words) 
“maximum scope to the activities 
of those who have set themselves to 
achieve the maximally-intolerant 
society.” The activities of the Euro-
pean Union, for example, daily bear 
witness to the hopeless muddle of 
this anchorless liberalism. Maxi-
mum tolerance, it turns out, leads to 
maximum impotence. The refusal 
to criticise results in a moral 
paralysis. That paralysis is 
the secret poison at the 
heart of Mill’s liberalism. 
Among other things, it 
saps the springs of civic 
education by weak-
ening our allegiance 
to tradition and cus-
tomary modes of feel-
ing and behaviour, the 
rich network of inher-
ited moral judgment.

Stephen noted that 
Mill’s “very simple prin-
ciple” – the principle that 
coercive public opinion 
ought to be exercised 
only for self-protec-
tive purposes – was 
“a paradox so star-
tling that it is almost 
impossible to argue 
against.” Mill might 
indeed have had 
the last laugh. But it 
turned out, as James 
Fitzjames Stephen 
knew, that the joke 
was on us. ■

The refusal to criticise 
results in a moral 

paralysis. That paralysis 
is the secret poison 
at the heart of Mill’s 

liberalism.

Signs announcing a “commitment 
to diversity” that one sees at college 

campuses and businesses are so 
nauseating precisely because they 

are little more than badges declaring 
the owner’s virtue. The odour of 

political correctness surrounding 
them is the odour of unearned 

self-satisfaction.

JAMES 
FITZJAMES 
STEPHEN 
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BORDEAUX
Next weekend in by Barnaby Whiteman

See the views from  
the stone bridge,  
Pont de Pierre 
Walk along the Garonne and 
escape into the cafés and 
boutiques on the riverside. Find 
the Pont de Pierre for views of 
Bordeaux.

Watch the sunset  
at Dune du Pyla 
Just an hour away from 
Bordeaux is the Pyla Dune 
coast, which boasts white 
sand beaches and amazing 
fish cuisine. It is worth staying 
here until sunset, where 
beautiful scenes and colours 
await you!

Visit the CAPC  
Museum of Modern Art 
Created in 1973, this museum 
is located in a 19th century 
warehouse. The CAPC has 
permanent pieces as well as 
temporary exhibitions that 
reflect a particular theme. It 
is a must-see for any lover of 
contemporary art. 

Take a day trip  
to Saint-Emilion
A 40-minute drive from 
Bordeaux, this beautiful rural 
village boasts stunning views 
over the River Dordogne and a 
chateau with numerous wine-
tasting options. Definitely a 
location for wine lovers! 

Explore the River 
Garonne by boat
What better way to see a city 
than by boat? The Bordeaux 
Tourist Office offers various river 
cruises that will suit families, 
couples and friends who want to 
experience the city on the water. 

Wander around  
the Jardin Public
Bordeaux’s public park 
trumps parks in other cities – 
here you can find a library, an 
arboretum and the Museum 
of Natural History. It is the 
perfect place for a picnic and 
a walk on a sunny day! 

What to do?

When to go?

61 2 3 54

Spring tends to be dry and on the colder side, but May especially 
is a great month to see the city in bloom. The Cathedral of Saint 
Andrew is surrounded by blossom trees that are best enjoyed in the 
spring months. A recommendation of locals for this time of year is 
the Guily Fish Spa, whose relaxing treatments are the perfect way to 
prepare your skin for the summer sun! 

From May until June this year, Bordeaux will once again celebrate 
Fête le Fleuve, a festival that celebrates the city’s River Garonne with 
water sports, rides on the river and fireworks to mark the end of the 
festival. Those travelling in the summer months should be wary of 
the heat – temperatures can soar into the 30s in August – but with 
beaches nearby and parks to enjoy, it is a great summer city. If you 
have come to Bordeaux to sample some of France’s best wines, the 
second and third weeks of June are best avoided. Every other year, 
Bordeaux hosts Vinexpo, where wine specialists come to trade and 
taste, so vineyards often close their doors to tourists. A brilliant sum-
mer Bordeaux tradition is Dansons sur les Quais, where free dance 
evenings are hosted every evening for five weeks! Head to the Jardin 
Botanique to share a dance experience with locals and tourists alike. 

September and October are still warm in Bordeaux, but can expe-
rience rain, too. The long evenings make it the perfect time of year 
to visit the nearby Pyla Dune coast, which is much quieter once the 
summer tourists have left. By November temperatures have fallen 
quite significantly, but vineyards and museums are still open to the 
public. As with many other European cities, Bordeaux has a fantas-
tic Christmas market. It is in a great central location, just off Place 
de la Bourse. The market boasts more than one hundred wooden 
stalls selling regional specialities – everything from Armagnac spir-
its to blown glass to homemade chocolate!

Whilst a wine tasting might be the first thought that comes to mind 
when visiting Bordeaux, do not miss out on the beautiful city centre. 
Here you can find the Flèche Saint-Michel tower, which dates back 
to the 15th century and is one of the tallest medieval stone towers in 
France. For those with a head for heights, you can climb to the top of 
this 114m tower for stunning views across the city.

A must-see in Bordeaux is the Saint Pierre district: the birth-
place of the city and the historic heart of Bordeaux. Here you can 
see Place de la Bourse, one of the best examples of classical French 
architecture in the city. It is famously situated in front of the Miroir 
d’eau, a pool that magnificently reflects the Place. As beautiful as it 
is during the day, Saint Pierre 
truly comes alive at night! It 
is a perfect spot in the city for 
young people – it is abundant 
with trendy bars and cafés. Try 
visiting Le Plana for an out-
door eating experience. 

For those with a taste for 
wine, Bordeaux could not be a 
better place to sample some of 
the finest French wines. The 
most popular tour from Bor-
deaux goes to Medoc Château 
Castéra, where visitors can 
enjoy a tour of the château, 
lunch and a walk around the 
estate. 

Those with a taste for luxury will find nowhere better than La 
Grande Maison for their stay in Bordeaux. This beautiful 19th cen-
tury mansion sits at the end of a sweeping drive, and is surrounded 
by landscaped grounds. La Grande Maison has a valet service that 
will bring you from the airport to the hotel, making your journey 
easy and hassle-free. The hotel offers unique Bordeaux experiences, 
including jet-skiing on the Garonne and an exclusive helicopter 
tour. The crowning jewel in this magnificent hotel is its two-star 
Michelin restaurant, run by Head Chef Pierre Gagnaire. The gas-
tronomic dining experience available at La Grande Maison makes 
it the ideal location for a special occasion. 

For a more affordable stay, try the Hôtel la Cour Carrée. This 
old town house has been sensitively renovated and is now a stylish, 
modern hotel, perfectly located within the city centre. The Hôtel 
La Cour Carrée will accommodate any kind of visit, offering single 
rooms, twin rooms and suites that sleep up to six people – perfect 
for families! 

Where to go? Where to stay?

N ot long ago, I was talking 
about nationality, and how 
names can fool you. I related 
a memory: When I was a kid, I 

assumed that John Ireland, the composer, 
had been Irish. Come to find out, he was 
English (and of Scottish descent). Though 
Anatole France, rest assured, was French.

Today, other than the hymn My 
Song is Love Unknown and the anthem 
Greater Love Hath No Man, which may 
be familiar to churchgoers, John Ire-
land is known for one piece, basically: 
his song Sea Fever, a setting of the poem 
of John Masefield. After talking about 
nationality and so on, I went to You-
Tube, looking for Sea Fever. My eyes fell 
on something else by Ireland: Decora-
tions, a suite of three pieces for piano. 
They are fine, Impressionistic pieces, 
and they deserve to be programmed.

I had never known about Decorations. 
I do now – and I have YouTube to thank.

Is YouTube the greatest invention since 
the wheel? I suppose you would have to say 
the internet is, for YouTube is part of the 
internet. But YouTube, to me, stands out.

I was making a trip to Norway. Before 
setting out, I wanted to listen to some 
Grieg. So I went to YouTube and my eyes 
fell on the Holberg Suite, in a piano ver-
sion. (Usually, you hear this suite in its 
chamber-orchestra version.) The pia-
nist was Maria Grinberg – and from the 
first notes, it was clear that she was an 
intelligent and dynamic pianist. Where 
had she been all my life?

She was a Russian pianist, living from 
1908 to 1978. She was almost never 
allowed out to the West, and she was 
kept under a bushel at home, being out 
of favour with the authorities. But she 
lives on in YouTube. I wrote an arti-
cle about her, borrowing my title from 
Broadway: “I Just Met a Girl Named 
Maria.” I received a note from a Russian 
arts journalist, who said: “Thank you! 
My piano teacher, who worshiped Grin-
berg, took me to the Great Hall of the 
Moscow Conservatory for a recital of the 
great lady’s.” The journalist will never 
forget Grinberg, and neither will I, now 
that I know her.

For weeks, I binged on Grinberg. 
Once I asked Riccardo Muti, the Ital-
ian conductor, “Do you ever go on You-
Tube binges?” “No,” he said, somewhat 
uncomprehending. But YouTube binges 
are among the healthier binges that peo-
ple engage in.

The other week, I went to a Schuber-
tiade, ie, a concert whose programme 
offered various pieces by Schubert. The 
first one was the Fantasy in F minor, for 

piano duet. Later, I wanted to check a 
few things in it, so I went to YouTube. 
There were many, many recordings on 
offer. One of them was by James Levine 
and Evgeny Kissin, live in Carnegie Hall.

I attended that concert, actually, and 
reviewed it. It was only in 2005. And the 
concert was turned into an album. Under 

the Fantasy in F minor, on YouTube, there 
were many comments. The first of them 
said, “I grew up with this CD.” “Grew up 
with”? That’s the sort of thing I might say 
about, for example, Wilhelm Kempff! But 
everyone has to start some time.

I tend to use YouTube for the musical, 
but, of course, there are worlds of other 
material. In July 2017, President Trump 
declared a certain week “Made in Amer-
ica Week.” I was writing about it and had 
a memory: years before, on television, 
there was another Made in America 
campaign, starring such celebrities as 
Bob Hope. I went to YouTube, and there 
it was: the very ad I had remembered. 
(The year was 1985.)

Furthermore, I remembered an ad in 
which people sang, “Look for the union 
label,” a song urging solidarity with 
organised labour. New words went with 
Jerome Kern’s old tune, Look for the Sil-
ver Lining. Anyway, I flicked my fingers: 
and there was the ad, on YouTube (1981).

What else can YouTube throw up? 
Well, I was thinking of Alicia de Larro-
cha, the late pianist, and in particular 

her playing of Rachmaninoff. She 
recorded very little of that composer. 
But I remembered hearing her play a 
group of preludes in my hometown of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Do you know that 
YouTube had them? Not all of them, 
but two of the preludes from that very 
recital? Yes, on October 18 1976.

I was 12 years old. And the playing, 
I’m glad to report, was exactly as I had 
remembered.

But YouTube can contradict memory. 
Two of my favorite comedians when I 
was growing up were Jonathan Winters 
and Richard Pryor. I thought they were 
brilliantly funny. A couple of years ago, 
I YouTubed them: not so funny. It could 
be that I have changed, or that comedy 
doesn’t age well, or both.

Allow me a final YouTube story –  a 
final testimony, so to speak. I have just 
read Harvey Sachs’s new biography of 
Arturo Toscanini, and he mentions a 
collaboration between Dame Myra Hess 
and Maestro Toscanini in Beethoven’s 
Piano Concerto in C minor. I had never 
known, or had forgotten, that Hess and 
Toscanini performed together. I went 
to YouTube. In about 1.5 seconds, I had 
Hess, Toscanini, and Beethoven, from 
December 1946.

I don’t take it for granted, this Alex-
andrian library of sight and sound. Yet 
I have become accustomed to it. It is 
professionally helpful, personally satis-
fying, world-opening—and binge-wor-
thy. ■

Jay Nordlinger
is a senior editor of National Review 

and the music critic of The New 
Criterion. He is the author of Peace, 

They Say:  A History of the Nobel 
Peace Prize (Encounter Books). His 

latest book is a study of the sons and 
daughters of dictators: Children of 

Monsters (also Encounter). He lives in 
New York. 

@JayNordlinger

YouTube 
THE ALEXANDRIAN 

LIBRARY OF OUR TIME
Once I asked Riccardo Muti, the Italian conductor,  
“Do you ever go on YouTube binges?” “No,” he said, 

somewhat uncomprehending. But YouTube binges are 
among the healthier binges that people engage in.

Poster’s adapted from those used by the UK’s Conservative Party c1877-2007. New Direction is a not-for-
profit organisation and is partly funded by the European Parliament. The European Parliament assumes no 
responsibility for the opinions expressed in this publication. Sole liability rests with the author.

www.newdirection.online
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New Direction 10th Anniversary Dinner
The New Direction Foundation for Euro-
pean Reform, the main think tank of the 
European Conservatives and Reformists 
Movement, marked a decade of work. 
They marked this landmark anniversary 
with a dinner at the Museums of Fine 
Arts in Brussels historic Sablon district. 

Over 250 people attended, including 
diplomats, Members of the European 
Parliament, Ministers and directors of a 
number of high level think tanks, includ-
ing the Martens Centre, the Centre for 

European Policy Studies and the AJC 
Transatlantic Institute. 

The evening opened with a speech 
by New Direction President Tomasz 
Poreba, who paid tribute to the founda-
tions founder Margaret Thatcher, and to 
its first President, British MEP Geoffrey 
Van Orden. 

The main event of the evening was a 
speech by the famous conservative phi-
losopher Sir Roger Scruton, who spoke 
of the need for foundations like New 

Direction to continue their work in order 
to challenge the establishment and 
defend tradition. Sir Roger was intro-
duced by the recently re-elected ECR 
co-chairman Ryszard Legutko. 

Guests were also treated to a perfor-
mance by a quartet of talented young 
musicians from the Conservatoire Royal 
Bruxelles, who played a melody of 
Dvorak and Borodin, whilst surrounded 
by some of the finest art in Belgium, 
spanning several centuries. 

25th July 2019

ACRE Summer Gala Dinner
On Wednesday 26th of June, in the beau-
tiful setting of the Chateau de Grand-
Bigard just outside of Brussels, the 
Alliance of Conservatives and Reform-
ists in Europe played host to its friends 
and allies, from party leaders to MEPs 
and  diplomats to businesspeople. 
The gathering which took place in the 
beautiful gardens of the ancient castle, 
was made all the better with the warm 
weather.  

Guests were treated to a per-
formance by a live jazz band and 
speeches by senior conservative poli-
ticians. The keynote speech was deliv-
ered by former UK Defence Minister 
Gavin Williamson who talked about 
the long lasting close relationship 
between the United Kingdom and 
the European Union even after Brexit. 
Other addresses by former ECR Group 
Leaders Lord Martin Callanan and 

Jan Zahradil, as well as by the newly 
elected co-chairman Raffaele Fitto. 
The event marked 10 years of the Alli-
ance and it’s work to hold Europe to 
account. 

Speeches were also given by leader 
of the Forum for Democracy, Thierry 
Baudet, whose party joined ACRE 
the following day. And Daniel Hannan 
MEP, the first Secretary General of the 
organisation at its founding.

26th July 2019
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EUROPE’S FASTEST 
GROWING POLITICAL 

MOVEMENT


